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2018 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly 
The Water, The Witness 

Friday May 18 - Saturday May 19, 2018 
Coralville Marriott Hotel and Convention Center 

 

This event includes business, worship, inspirational 
presentations and fellowship with other Lutherans 
from around our synod.  Attending from Bethlehem 
will be Deanne Bennett and Tim Thiede.  This is the 
final year for Deanne, she has served on synod 
council for 6 years.  Please keep in prayer the 
business of the synod and those in attendance. 

 

Synod Blue Bucket Challenge 
 

“The Water, The Witness” 
 

The SEIA Synod has put out a 
challenge for all congregations of 
the SEIA Synod to raise $500 for 
“The Water, The Witness” Project.  
This May will be the last Synod 
Assembly for Deanne Bennett as a 
council member, so she would like to place a 
challenge for the congregation, to let her go out 
with a bang.  She will make a $25 donation to the 
bucket and challenge members to do the same. 
Please feel free to place your donation in the 
offering plate or the “blue bucket”. The bucket will 
then be taken to Synod Assembly on Friday, May 
18.  Those wishing to make a donation can send a 
check to BLC with “WATER” in the memo.  We will 
be having a special “noisy” offering on Sunday, 
May 13 for the blue bucket. 

 

Day of Pentecost 
 

Pastor Anna Mae would like 
to invite everyone attending 
worship on Sunday, May 20, 
Day of Pentecost to make it 
look festive with colors of 
RED.  Wearing red that day 
will create an atmosphere of 
celebration.  Help us fill the 
church with red. 
 
 

 

 
May Celebrations 

 

May is a month of celebrations, both secular and 
religious.  
 

May 13 Mother’s Day 
 

May 20 Day of Pentecost marks the end of the 
Easter celebration, the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, and the birth of the Christian 
Church.  

 Graduation Day at Midland, Calamus-
Wheatland and Maquoketa Schools. 

 

May 27      Holy Trinity Sunday when we reflect                                                                                                               
                  on the Triune nature of God. 
  
May 28 Memorial Day Check local media for 

community events 

Holy Communion will be celebrated on the  

1st, 3rd  and 4th Sundays (May 6, 20 and 27). 

 

Christian Health Ministries 
Presents 

 

How to Beat Heart Disease 
Wed. May 9 at 6:30 p.m. at Bethlehem 

Presented by  
Barbara Burmeister, RN, BSN, CCRP 

Refreshments follow 
 

 

May Joint Circle Meeting 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Devotional  

Our invitation can reflect the  
hospitality of Jesus. 

By Julie A. Kanarr  

Hebrews 13:1-2 
 Saturday, May 5 at 9:00 a.m. 

Hostess/Leader:  
Marlene Hicks, Eleanor Sheldon 

 

All are Welcome



 

 

From the pen of Pastor Anna Mae 
 
Dear members and friends of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
 

When you were a kid in school, did you do "signs of spring?" The teacher started by saying she saw her first 
robin. Then one of the girls said the tulips were coming up and a boy that his mom baked a rhubarb pie. And 
on it went until everybody mentioned a sign that spring was coming back. 
 

Such a happy memory, but it's actually much more as the return of spring and hope are related from a faith 
perspective; and, as small town and rural people, we are privileged to experience this first-hand. What 
blessings for all of us to be so close to God's beautiful creation and our farmers to be the stewards of it. 
 

For example, a few days ago one of my friends from Cedar Rapids and I were talking. This person mentioned 
that spring never looked so good as it does this year. For one thing, it's been so slow in coming. For another, 
we're living in uncertain times with troubles in our country and the world and closer to home for many. I said I 
noticed it, too. We agreed that spring this year has renewed our hopes in God as never before -- hope for good 
things from day to day as well as hope for eternal life someday. 
 

Finally, one day a couple of weeks ago I was on that highway between Oxford Junction and Lost Nation. I 
drove past somebody's farm lot and noticed some little calves with their mothers. Little black ones. Cute as 
cute can be and sweet as sweet can be. Question: How could all the money in the world ever buy such hope 
and a sign of spring as that? 
 
      In the joy and love -- and hope -- of Christ, 
      Pastor Anna Mae Peck 
 

CALL COMMITTEE  
 
The Call Committee would like to share the news that we have invited a candidate to come for a visit to the 
area and the church.  Visits such as these typically do not occur at this stage of the call process, but our 
candidate lives quite a distance away and, to be efficient with time and resources, we chose to combine our 
in-person meetings with the candidate to also include an introduction to the congregations of Bethlehem and 
St. Mark.   
 

Our candidate, Daniel Pell, and his wife, Chelsea, hail from California and currently live near the San Francisco 
area.  Daniel earned his Master of Divinity in 2017 and has been involved in youth programming, leading inter-
generational study groups, and chaplaincy work through the Reserves, in addition to interning at a parish.   
 

The Call Committees of both congregations had a live-web interview with Daniel on March 15 and were 
encouraged and excited by the exchange.  Daniel and Chelsea both visited the last weekend of April, meeting 
with various groups within the congregations, including the Call Committees, toured the towns, churches, and 
parsonage, was hosted jointly by the Women's Circles for a meal, and also met with the Council members of 
each congregation.  They were present at both worship services on Sunday, April 29 to briefly meet with 
congregation members.   
 

The next possible steps in the Call process -  if the Call Committees vote to call a candidate, then the name is 
then sent to the Councils.  Councils then prepare for a special congregational meeting so that all voting 
members present at the special meeting can vote to either call or not call the candidate who is proposed.  If a 
congregation votes in favor of extending a call, the Councils from the churches would then extend that news in 
a letter to offer the position to the candidate.  If the candidate would then accept the call, the call process would 
end once the candidate was installed as the pastor. 
 

We ask for continued prayers as the call process continues, as no final decision has been made.  We ask that 
God continue to guide us in a path that meets our needs so that we may continue to serve the needs of others 
through Him.  



 

 

Worship Assistants 
 
Ushers:  Bill Pithan,  
Brent Ihns 
 
Lectors 
  6-    Connie Kleppe 
13-    Ellen Pithan 
20-    Jessica Ihns 
27-    Jone Paarmann 
 
Communion Servers: 
  6-    Tim Thiede, Jone Paarmann 
20-    Rochelle Busch, Jessica Ihns 
27-    Elenor Bentrott, Tom Gerdes 

 
Bread Maker: Connie Kleppe  
 
 

Communion Set UP/Clean Up: 
Diana Ihns, Connie Kleppe 
 

Tellers: Tim Thiede, Jessica Ihns  
 
Fellowship Servers:  

 
  6-   Sue Zeller, Deb Christiansen,     
        Madge White 
13-   Coffee On Bring Treat to Share 
20-   Rochelle Busch, Darla Fields,    
        Meagan Behrle, Marlene Hicks 
27-   Coffee on.. Bring Treat to Share..  
 

Council News 
 

Bethlehem Congregation Council met on April 10.  
In business they: 
 

• seeking bids for lawn mowing 

• heard call committee’s update on the 
candidate’s visit April 27- 29 

• host site for VBS summer of 
2018, seeking volunteers to 
organize 

• discussion on many needed 
repairs for the parsonage 

• m/s/c was made to discontinue greeters starting 
in May. 
 

Treasurers Report 
 

  Balance 2/28/18        $ 20869.23 
 Feb.  Income         3968.75 
 Feb.  Expenses        6407.82 
 Balance 3/31/18           $ 18430.16 
 

BWELCA HILITES 
 

April 9 was work/cleaning day. Thank you to all who 
helped, Sunday School kids too!! Thanks to 
Endowment for the pizza and treats!! 
 

April 15 was Senior/ Senior Coffee – there were no 
graduating seniors this year but we were honored 
to celebrate our 80+ seniors who braved the snow 
to come out and celebrate.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

The BWELCA board meeting will be held Tuesday 
May 1 at 6:00 p.m.  Plans will be made for the 
Community Coffee and the Ice Cream Social. 
 

Bethlehem circle will host the Guys and Dolls 
on Monday, May 7 here at BLC.    
 

Circle Meeting will be a joint one on May 5 at 9:00 
a.m. with Pastor Anna Mae as our special guest 
and Marlene Hicks and Eleanor Sheldon as 
hostesses and leaders. 
  
Eve is next in line to serve. 

 
Quit and Kit Report – 2018 
 

Bethlehem’s Quilting started on Monday, January 8 
and ended on March 12 with a pizza party.  
Approximately 16-18 women from the community 
worked faithfully on this project. Besides creating 
many beautiful and useful quilts, much visiting and 
delicious food was enjoyed by all. 177 quilts and 9 
pillows were completed. Our pillow ingathering 
netted 49 pillows. These pillows will be given to the 
Domestic Violence Intervention Program in Iowa 
City and the King House in Clinton. 
 

Quilts this year were gifted to the DVIP in Iowa City; 
Lutheran Services of Iowa in Davenport; King 
House (Men) and High Tower (Woman and 
Children) in Clinton; Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach 
in Iowa City; Cam Ewalu Quilt Auction in 
Strawberry Point; Union Presbyterian Church and 
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic Church in 
Lost Nation; Runn School in Donna, Tx; Lutheran 
World Relief: Community Scoop Benefit/Auction; 
and some individuals in the area.  Two “Quilts of 
Valor” will be gifted on Veterans Day November 11 
at the Lost Nation Legion’s annual potluck. 
 

We are most grateful to all of you who continue to 
support our quilting ministry.  We will continue to 
accept material and sheets for liners. 

 



 

 

Kits – Kits- Kits!! 
 

During our midweek Lenten services, we packed 56 
Baby Care Kits and 73 Personal Care Kits.  A “BIG” 
thank you to all who helped gather the items for 
these kits.  Thank you also to those who attended 
and provided food for the midweek Lenten soup 
suppers.  $315 was collected and donated to the 
Domestic Violence Intervention Program in Iowa 
City.  This gift was much appreciated and helps fill 
their many needs. 

 

Needs List for 2019 
 

➢ Patriotic material (red-white-blue) for quilting 
quilts of Valor. 

➢ Sheets for liners especially flat sheets. 
➢ Large or larger T-shirts for diapers. 

     These may be colored and have printing      
     on them. Bring to the church and we will    
      make diapers for the baby care kits.  

➢ Receiving blankets for the baby care kits.  
BIG NEED!! 

The need for Lutheran World Relief quilts and kits 
are on the rise.  May Bethlehem continue to stretch 
their hearts and hands to help those in need here 
and around the world. 

 

THANK YOU’S 
 

..To Mick Sheldon, Jane Kinney and the Quilters 
Kitchen Crew.  You are soooo appreciated!! 
..To Al and Kelly Schroeder and Roger and Connie 
Kleppe for sharing their Thrivent dollars to help with 
our quilt and kit ministry.  What a boost!! 
..To all of you who helped move the quilts upstairs 
AND then back down.  We did it!! 
..To the men who helped pack and prepare the 
boxes of kits and quilts for shipping. Once again, 
we have put trackers on our gifts.  It may take 6 
months or more until we are notified as to where 
our gifts will be shipped. 
..To Darrel and Marlene Hickes for delivering our 
quilts and kits to Trinity Lutheran Church in Cedar 
Rapids. 

Newsletter Items 
 

Newsletter items will need to be to the office one 
week earlier than usual.  Monday, May 14. 

 

Confirmation Display 
 

Deanne is looking for anyone interested in 
helping her update the confirmation display 
in the entrance. Please prayerful consider 
this project and leave a note on her desk.  
Thank you. 

Hope Cluster Spring Gathering 
 

Four BWELCA ladies attended the Hope Cluster 
Spring Gathering at St. Johns in Olin on Sat. Apr. 
21.   Pastor Ed Breed led in morning worship with 
communion.  The usual business meeting followed. 
Decided in business was Doreen Bohlken, Wayne 
Zion, accepted the office of treasure, and Linda 
Kenny, St. Paul offered to attend board meetings.  
There was a discussion on the gatherings offerings 
and the monies in the treasury, as of now there are 
no plans to hold the fall retreat.   
   
A very interesting program was presented by 
Lenchin Raeside from the organization “Chains 
Interrupted” which is committed to ending human 
trafficking. It was a very eye-opening program that 
these awful atrocities are happening here in Iowa – 
not just the big cities!  A luncheon followed the 
program served by the woman at St. John’s. 

 

VBS Committee Volunteers 
 

Bethlehem is the host 
church for VBS this year.  
Volunteers are needed to 
form a committee to 
organize this project this 
year.  Please contact one of 
the council members if you 
would like to be on that 
committee. 

 

May Birthdays 
 

3    Claire Dosland  
6  Scott Doll 

     13   Joan Von Sprecken 
14   TJ Benke 

     16   Dylan Rickels 
     19 Marlene Hicks 

20 Marlene Feuss 
     24   Ron Adrian, Connie Kleppe       
     24  Tucker Moore 
     25 Pat Hendrickson      
     26   Pauline Schoop, Nathanial Dosland 
     28 Cary Gruenwald 
     30   Shauna Davis      
       

May Anniversaries 
 
      26    Lola and Richard DeMoss 
        28    Lisa and Tom Gruenwald 
        28    Shauna and Heth Davis



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

1 
BWELCA Bd.     6 PM 

2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

Joint Circle  
H: Marlene Hicks, 
Eleanor Sheldon 

6 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 

7 
Guys and Dolls 
H: Bethlehem 

8 
Council          6:15 PM 
 

9 
CHM 

Program at BLC 
6:30 PM 

 

10 
 

11 
 

12 

  

13 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
Noisy Offering 

14 
Newsletter Items Due 

15 

 

16 

 
17 
 

18 
Synod  

Assembly 
Marriott Coralville 

19 
Synod 

Assembly 
Marriott Coralville 

20 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Wear RED!! 
Fellowship    9:45 AM 

28 

 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
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May 



 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
403 Pleasant Street 

Lost Nation, Iowa 52254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2018 

Interim Pastor  Anna Mae Peck 

   Office Phone  678-2301 

 Home Phone 319-848-4292 

 Cell (calls only) 605-490-0317 

  peckam@southslope.net 
 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 

 Church Phone 678-2301 

  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Website                      www.bethlehemln.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  
Worship 8:45 

Sparks/Fellowship Following 

 

Office Hours 
 

Secretary Hours: 
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain she or 

someone is here. 

 


