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Annual Congregation Meeting  
Sunday, January 28, 9:30 a.m. 

(immediately following worship) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this meeting, the congregation will: 

• elect Council members (3 new members will be 
elected to three-year terms)  

• elect Endowment Committee members (2 
person will be elected) 

• approve congregation budget for 2018 

• approve Endowment budget for 2018 

• 1st of 2 votes on constitutional updates  

• UPC, BLC, SML sharing discussion   

 
If you have other business to come before the 
congregation, talk to a Council member or Pastor 
Anna for inclusion on the agenda.   
 
All reports need to be submitted to the office by 
January 8.   
 

 
Quilting Resumes 

 

The Community Quilters will 
begin quilting on Monday, 
January 8, 2018 from 
8:30am-3:30pm. A noon 
potluck is planned. Please 
join us for fun-food-
fellowship. We have a lot of 
material and quilt tops ready 

to go.  Quilters, and anyone else who can wield a 
scissors, is invited to come for an hour or two or all 
day.  See you then. 

 
 

 
 
 

Annual Cheer Brunch 
 

Bethlehem Women invites 

All (men included) to their 

Cheer Brunch on 

Sat. Feb. 3 at 9:00 am. 

Our Guest Speaker will be 

Officer Scott Stevens, 

2015 recipient of the 

      “Pat Meyer Vision Award”, 

        Pat Meyer was 

                            the first director of DVIP. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Joint Circle Meeting 
Multiple meanings: 

Learning from other interpretations 
By Mark Allen Powel  

Washing hands with  
distant hearts 

Mark 7:1-8 
 Saturday, January 13 at 9:00 a.m. 

Hostess/Leader:  
Ellen Pithan, Jone Paarmann 

All are Welcome 

 

 



 
From the pen of Pastor Anna: 
 

Dear Members of St. Mark and Bethlehem, 
 

As I write we've been sharing life and ministry for almost five weeks. Over the long haul that's not very long, 
but time sure flies when you're having fun; especially as I was blessed to worship with you on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. I'm very happy to be your new part-time interim pastor, and how kind and helpful you've 
been in many and various ways. Thank you so much! 
 

I long for the day when I can say all your names without mistakes. That'll take awhile, but I'm working on it. 
Also, thank you for overlooking any flubs I might make in leading the worship services. Different congregations 
do things a little differently, so it's taking awhile to adjust. 
 

By way of introduction, I live in an apartment on the southwest side of Cedar Rapids. I'm only two blocks from 
Highway 30, which makes it very convenient for driving to Oxford Junction and Lost Nation. I moved here last 
June after retiring on May 31, which was also the 25th anniversary of my ordination. Why Cedar Rapids? It's 
because I chose a "return to my roots" retirement. I was born in Cedar Rapids, grew up on a farm near 
Springville, and am a 1962 graduate of Springville High School. My sister Ellen Miller lives in West Amana and 
my brother Dale Peck lives in Galena, Illinois. I've also got nieces and nephews and cousins in the area. 
 

Following high school, I went to college at the University of Dubuque, Schiller College in Kleiningersheim, 
Baden-Wuerttemberg, Germany, and graduated from the University of Iowa with a Bachelor of Music degree in 
February 1967. My first job out of college was with the Job Corps Training Center in Clinton, Iowa. Then I 
moved to New York City where I took private voice lessons for the opera. To support myself I worked for RCA 
Record Company in the editorial department. I did proofreading and copyediting of the printed information on 
record albums, including those of Elvis Presley. That makes me proud to say I had a part in Elvis Presley's 
career and he had a part in mine. Following five years in New York, I moved to Denver, Colorado, where I 
worked for the Rocky Mountain News in classified advertising. Then I moved to Des Moines and worked four 
years for the Des Moines Register, also in classified advertising. Next was eight years in classified advertising 
for the Telegraph Herald in Dubuque. 
 

I am what is called a "second-career pastor," having graduated in 1992 from Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque. I 
was 48 years old when I graduated and got ordained. From there I spent all twenty-five years of my ministry in 
the South Dakota Synod. All four calls were to small congregations in small towns or the open country in 
different parts of the state, and all were to multiple-point parishes. That was nine churches altogether, with the 
most rustic one having electricity, but no telephone and no running water; but there was an outdoor toilet -- 
actually, two of them -- one for cowboys and one for cowgirls. There were also some rattlesnakes that used to 
hang around there, but that's another story. 
 

Now I look forward to getting to know you better. Please don't hesitate to call about any church-related matter, 
especially about a pastoral emergency. God's Blessings and Happy New Year! 
       
      In the joy and love of Christ, Pastor Anna Peck  

 
 

 

January Birthdays 
 

   5   Annavey, Drew Gruenwald    
 12 Josie Petersen 
 15 Raymond Dosland 

 16 Josh Holtz, Hallie Gruenwald 

 17 Hannah Gruenwald 

 22  Trisha Feuss 

 23 Katie Fields 

 27  Kaylin Novak 

 
 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

22    Herold and Betty Rehmke 
27    Melissa and Cameron Ford 



Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: Tim Thiede, Roger 
Kleppe 
 

Ushers: Rochelle Busch, Diana 
Ihns 
 

Lectors 
  7-    Madge White 
14-    Brent Ihns 
21-    Jessica Ihns 
28-    Connie Kleppe 
 

Communion Servers: 
  7-    Kelly Doll, Darrel Hicks 
21-    Scott Doll, Tom Gerdes 
 

Bread Maker: Tim Thiede  
 

Altar Care: Connie Kleppe 
Communion Set Up/Clean Up:  
Madge White 
 

Tellers:   
Tim Thiede, Joan Kleppe  
 

Fellowship Servers:  
  7-   Sue Zeller, Deb Christiansen, Madge White 
14-    Rochelle Busch, Darla Fields, Meagan        
         Berhle, Marlene Hicks 
21-   Joyce Feuss, Kathy Duffey, Donna Dosland 
28-   Coffee on…Bring Treat to Share..  
 

BWELCA HILITES   
 

Cheer Brunch 
 

The annual Cheer Bruch will be Saturday, 
Feb. 3 at 9:00 a.m.  The guest speaker 
will be officer Scott Stevens, a police 
officer for the Iowa City Police department 

since 2003.  He currently serves as the Domestic 
Violence Investigator, where he follows up with all 
incidents in Iowa City involving domestic violence, 
harassment, stalking, and violations of protective 
orders.  He is a member of the Domestic Abuse 
Response Team (DART), the University of Iowa 
Anti-Violence Coalition, the Domestic Assault 
Investigation Team, and the Johnson Co. Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence. 
 

Officer Stevens provides training on domestic 
violence abuse for his department and other groups 
in the community, including DVIP.  Come one, 
come all, men included, for a great meal and 
interesting program.  We will also be collecting 
pillows for the DVIP.  You can pick one up at 
Walmart for just $2.37. Invite a friend, neighbor or 
family member.  

Lent Collections 
 

We will also be collecting items for Health Kits and 
Baby Care Kits during Lent this year.   

Next board meeting is Tue. Jan. 9 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Council News 
 

Bethlehem Congregation Council met for its 
regular meeting on Nov. 14 and  Dec. 
10.  In business they: 
Nov: 

• Materials for parsonage were 
paid; 

• Snow removal discussed; 

• Pastor Tom’s last day and gift: 
Dec: 

• Snow removal, still needing volunteer; 

• Repairs needed in church; 

• Budget; 

• Annual Meeting agenda 
Heard the following;  

Treasurer’s report: 
Balance10/01/17 $ 32,627.17 
Oct  Income $ 4,177.00 
Oct  Expenses $ 5,391.39 
Balance 10/31/17 $ 31,412.78 
 
Balance 10/31/17      $ 31,412.78 

 Nov  Income        3,800.00 
 Nov  Expenses       5,749.08 
 Balance 11/30/17         $ 29,463.70 

 
 

 

Baby Kit Shopping List 
 dozen diapers 
 hand towels 

 (3.2 oz.) bars of Ivory soap 

Personal Care Kits 
 tooth brushes 

  bath towels (dark, 20x40 to 27x52) 
 nail clippers (with or without file) 
 (4-5 oz.) bars of soap any brand 

 sturdy combs (wide tooth) 
 

 



Southeastern Iowa Synod News 
 

Re:Vitalize  
GET IDEAS. BE INSPIRED. 

RENEW THE CHURCH 
 

Across the Southeastern 
Iowa Synod there are 
signs of vitality and life in 

the ministry of congregations just like yours. Rather 
than bring in a ‘professional’ to talk about what 
brings congregational vitality, you are invited to 
hear leaders – your own neighbors – who have 
tried something new, revamped and oldie-but-
goodie, or engaged in ministry with surprising 
partners.   
 

At it’s heart, ReVitalize aims to promote vitality in 
your congregation by providing tools and resources 
to equip individuals to live out their faith in daily life 
and foster excitement about your congregations’ 
future. During this day-long conference you will join 
congregations from around the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod for workshops given by real people making a 
difference . 
 

Workshops very in scope from worship and arts to 
hunger and multi-cultural ministries to practical 
how-tos of moving a congregation in the right 
direction. In addition to the workshops there will be 
opportunities to network, worship, and fellowship in 
a day that reminds that we are #inthistogether for 
the sake of the world. 
 

Saturday, February 24, 2018 
First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.    $25 per person, includes lunch 
Discounts for groups of 4 or more from the same 
congregation. 
 

Grief and the Holidays 
From the Synod Blog 

By Deacon Heidi Larson 
 

I remember once trying to explain dawn and dusk 
to my son. He could not grasp that it was not 
daytime, but also not night. The sun had not yet 
fully set, but the stars were already visible in the 
sky; and in the morning, the sun was beginning to 
rise over the horizon, but he could still see the 
moon. Was it daytime? Or was it night? His world 
was divided neatly into categories of day and night, 
and this time of light and dark coexisting confused 
him. Searching for words he could understand, I 
told him that this is the “in between time.” It is the 
time where we have one foot in the day and the 
other in the night. 
Grief is a time of feeling caught in between. 
Following a loss, the world no longer fits into neat 

categories of light and dark, chaos and order. 
Everything we thought we knew is turned on its 
head as the person we always imagined would be 
there is suddenly not. We struggle to find some 
sense of “normal” all the while knowing that nothing 
will ever be “normal” again since the world seems 
to fall to pieces every time we are reminded of what 
we have lost. This sense of things falling apart 
seems to be augmented as we approach the 
holidays. The holidays, we are told, is a time of joy 
and light and festivity, but, for those trapped in the 
in-between time of grief, the thought of going 
through the heirloom ornaments and setting the 
table for Christmas dinner does not bring forth 
images of light and merriment. Instead, they are 
simply more painful reminders of what and who is 
conspicuously absent. 
Advent is also a season where we exist in between, 
and the tone in many ways mirrors that of grief. 
Derived from the Latin word “adventus” meaning 
“coming,” it moves us into a new year in the life of 
the church. But rather than moving straight from 
Christ the King coming in glory to the joy of the 
anticipated Christ child’s birth, as our culture might 
have us do, we enter into a period of waiting, 
restlessness of longing. In many modern churches, 
the color of Advent is blue. Blue is a color 
traditionally associated with sadness. Elvis croons 
about having a Blue Christmas and, when we’re 
down or depressed, we’re “feeling blue.” But the 
blue of the season of Advent carries with it 
countercultural tones, challenging us to see this 
color, and this time of darkness, in a different way. 
Blue in Advent takes on a second meaning. As 
Diana Butler Bass notes: 
Blue candles symbolize the color of the sky right 
before dawn, that time when the deepest dark is 
just infused with hints of light. Blue holds the 
promise that the sun will rise, and even after the 
bleakest, coldest, longest night, the light will break 
forth as the new day arrives. Blue may be the color 
of sadness, but blue is also the color of hope.  
Advent and grief are both countercultural. They 
challenge the accepted norm that this is a time 
reserved for light and merriment. Instead, we are 
given a new narrative where the in between is not a 
place to be feared or avoided, but a place to dwell, 
where light and dark can and do coexist, where 
blue can represent both sadness and hope, and 
where the word “rejoice” is sung in a minor key. It is 
not in the midst of neat categories but in the midst 
of this interplay of light and dark that we are given 
the promise of Emmanuel – God with us – coming 
into the world, into that space in between, as the 
blue of our grief gives way to the blue signaling the 
dawn of a new day. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 

7 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
 

8 
Reports for Annual 
Report Due to the 

office. 

9 
BWELCA Bd.     6 PM 

10  

 
11 
 

12 
 

13 

JOINT Circle   9 AM                  
H/L: Ellen Pithan, 
Jone Paarmann  

14 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 

15 
 

16 

Council          6:15 PM 
 

17 

 
18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 
 

22 
Newsletter Items Due 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Fellowship    9:45 AM 
Annual Meeting 
following worship  

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

1 
 

2 
 
 

 

3 
Cheer Brunch 

9 AM 
Hostess:  
BWELCA 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 

January 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
403 Pleasant Street 

Lost Nation, Iowa 52254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2018 

Interim Pastor  Anna Peck 

   Office Phone  678-2301 

 Home Phone 319-848-4292 

      Cell Phone 605-490-0317 

  (calls only) 

  peckam@southslope.net 
 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 

 Church Phone 678-2301 

  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Website                      www.bethlehemln.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  

Worship 8:45 

Sparks/Fellowship Following 

 

Office Hours 
Secretary Hours: 

Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain she or 

someone is here. 

 


