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Free Indeed 
 
Free Indeed is a new ministry taking shape at the 
Anamosa State Penitentiary, a men’s state prison 
located in Anamosa, eastern Iowa. Free Indeed is a 
community that shares 
the good news of Jesus 
Christ with and through 
those inside the prison 
walls, with support of 
ministry partners 
outside the prison walls. 
Currently, Free Indeed 
is a congregation under 
development in the Southeastern Iowa Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 
Who we are: We are a ministry being established 
through the support of the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod of the ELCA, we seek to be an ecumenical 
congregation that welcomes all. We are proud to 
announce that Pastor Collell has been called to 
pastor for FreeIndeed.  Help us welcome him by: 
sending prayers/greeting cards, inviting Pastor 
Collell to visit your congregation, and financially gift 
to FreeIndeed at 
//seiasynod.org/ministries/prisionministry/ 

 

BWELCA Visits DVIP 
 

On Thursday, July 28 eight women from Bethlehem 
traveled to Iowa City to prepare a meal for them at 
the Domestic Violence Intervention Program 
Shelter.  Approximately 35-40 women and children 
are sheltered at the facility.  Alda Buresch, DVIP 
Services Coordinator, joined our group for dinner. 
She talked to us about their many needs and the 
fact that their facility is at capacity most of the time. 
 

We served a lasagna dinner with all of the 
trimmings.  Even baked cookies in their convection 
ovens.  St. Mark’s Lutheran in OJ , also helped to 
provide food and drinks for this meal. 
 

Bethlehem has worked closely with this shelter 
providing a large supply of quilts (from Community 

Quilters) and pillows.  We are hoping to make a 
return visit.

Hope Cluster Fall Retreat 

There are registration forms on the table at 
the entrance.  Registration due Tuesday 
September 5. 
 

Rally Sunday 
 

Our Sparks Sunday School will 
start on Sunday, September 10.  

Come join us as we kick off 
another great year of Sparks. 

 

Parish Health Nurse 
 

It was decide by the Christian Health Ministries they 
would continue to have educational programs 
throughout the year.  A nurse was not found to 
replace Carm as she retired.  Please fell free to 
continue to attend the programs.



Notes from PT – Opening the gift of a Bible on Sept. 10 after worship 
 

When our children are baptized, the parents promise to teach them the 10 commandments, Creed and the 
Lord’s Prayer.  They promise to place in their hands the Holy Scriptures.  As a congregation we help our 
parents fulfill this promise by giving the parents of third graders a Bible to place in the hands of their child.  But 
if that is all we do, we have missed a great opportunity.  Unless we open that precious Word of God and 
learn how to read and understand it, that book simply joins others gathering dust on our shelves.   
After worship on September 10, Pastor Tom will meet with third graders and their parents at St. Mark in 
Oxford Junction to help them learn how to read the Bible, and how to use some of the many tools in this 
version of the Bible.  We need to learn how to find our way around in this book – to listen for the voice of our 
Almighty God, to hear the tender voice of our Good Shepherd (Jesus).  I hope each child will spend a 
lifetime getting to know God and God’s amazing grace. To get them started on this lifetime walk with 
God, Pastor Tom will give parents and children a simple 3-week series of readings to get each of our kids 
started in Bible reading.  Sunday worship lessons and Sunday School will be further resources to enrich the 
journey of faith. 
 If there are additional students from Bethlehem, be sure to let Pastor Tom know.  A special session 
can be arranged if necessary.  Looking forward to meeting on Rally Day, Sept. 10. 
 

A Time for prayer 
As I write this, Charlottesville, Virginia, is facing the ugliness of racial hatred.  What had been hidden behind 
closed doors for decades is marching in the streets, demanding an accepted place in our nation.  “Make 
America Great Again” is seen by some as returning to the days of discriminating against those “not white like 
us.” 
The threat of “fire and fury” against North Korea is a barely veiled threat to use nuclear weapons to wipe out 
North Korea’s leaders if they threaten us again.  Little thought is given to the universal declaration of Christian 
ethicists that it is morally wrong for a nation to attack another nation ”if we think they might attack us” (first 
strike). 
Pray for our nation, both in our land and abroad. May we find effective ways to pursue peace with our enemies 
and “liberty and justice for all” in this land. 
OJ Calendar – the Council will meet on Sunday, September 17 after worship. 
Confirmation classes will be held at Lost Nation at 1:30 p.m. on those Wednesdays when school classes are 
dismissed early.  The first class will be on September 13.  Kids will arrive by bus.  PT will give a ride home to 
those students who need it.   
The confirmation year will lead us into the catechism – the basic teachings of the church.  We will focus on 
the 10 commandments, the creeds, the Lord’s Prayer and the Sacraments.  If there are additional students 
wanting to join the class, let PT know so we can have enough materials. 
Confirmation Sunday for Callie Petersen will be October 29.  
Confirmation classes this Fall meet from 1:30-3 on 

September 13, 20, 27  October 4, 11, 18 
 November 1, 8, 15, 29  December 6, 13 
  

Call Committee/Shared Ministries 
 

No new updates from Call Committee.  The next joint meeting between BLC and UPC regarding shared 
ministries activities is being held on Wednesday, August 23.   
 

A joint meeting between BLC Sunday School teachers, Kelly and Jessica, with a couple of UPC's Christian 
Education leaders, Pat Gade and Lisa Dickman, was held July 31.  Sunday School programming will be jointly 
held between the preschool to fifth grade students at BLC and UPC, with those classes on Sunday mornings 
at 9:40 AM at Bethlehem.  We are currently anticipating four pre-K to 1st grade students and five 2nd to 5th 
grade students attending regularly.  The ladies also discussed extending an invitation to the community at-
large and sharing news about the local Youth Education opportunities here in Lost Nation, including the shared 
Sunday School programming and the Friends of Faith programming at Holy Rosary.  Labels have been printed, 
snacks have been gathered, and on the first day of school for Midland, a group of ladies will greet the school 
buses after school and distribute those snacks and announcements.  Sunday School will begin the 
first Sunday after Labor Day, September 10th. 

 
 

 
 



Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
Elenor Bentrott, Rochelle Busch 
 
Ushers:  
Joan Kleppe, Darrel Hicks 
 
Lectors 
  3-    Connie Kleppe 
10-    Jone Paarmann 
17-    Ellen Pithan 
24-    Tim Thiede 
 
Communion Servers: 
  3-    Tim Thiede, Brent Ihns 
17-    Rochelle Busch, Jone Paarmann  

 
Bread Maker: Tim Thiede  
 

 

Altar Care: Connie Kleppe, Kathy Duffey 
 

Tellers:  Jessica Ihns, Bill Pithan 
 
Fellowship Servers:  

  3-   Coffee on..  
         Bring Treat to Share..  
10-    Connie Kleppe, Joan       
         Kleppe, Elenor Bentrott 
17-    Jone Paarmann, Leta    
         Dunt, Dawn Suthers,      
         Eleanor Sheldon 
24-   Coffee on..   
         Bring Treat to Share..  
 

 

Council Highlights 
 

The Congregation Council met on August 15 for a 
regular monthly meeting.  In business, they: 

• Discussed the property to the west of the 
church;  

• toilets were worked on in 
basement; 

• information about tree 
removal, the big tree in back 
and the 2 cedar trees;  

• shared ministry mtg. on Aug. 23, 
UPC sunday school will join us;   

• heard the following Treasurer’s report: 
Balance 6/30/17 $34,174.66 
       July Income  5,094.00 
       July Expenses 3,997.91 
       Balance 7/31/17 $35,270.75

BWELCA HILITES   
 

School Kit News 
 

Our School Kit supplies are growing!  Thanks so 
much for a great response to this project.  We will 
be packing the school kits during coffee hour 
on Sunday, September 10 and Sunday September 
17.  Hope to see you all then. 

 

Gifted Quilt to Ewalu 
 

During quilting this winter, Jeanette Schroeder 
brought in a hand-pieced quilt top from her sister 
Elaine.  They gifted it to our quilting group.  The 
Bethlehem Women decided to complete the quilt 
and donate it to the EWALU Quilt Auction to be 
held on Saturday, September 16.  We purchased a 
muslin backing, filler and thread for the 86 inch 
square quilt top.  We had the ladies at the Senior 
Center in Maquoketa hand quilt it.   We invested 
approximately $250.00.  Thank you to Darrel and 
Marlene Hicks for delivering our “special quilt” to 
Camp Ewalu.  We will let you know how the quilt 
sells at auction. 
 

There will be a funeral service for Jillian Suthers on 
Saturday, Sept. 2 at 11 a.m.  All are invited, 
luncheon to follow the service. 
 

Board members for WELCA are still needed for the 
2018 year.  If interested contact one of the board 
members. 
 
Next board meeting is Tues. Sept. 5 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Shared Ministries News 
 

Our shared ministries (Church Avenue Ministries) is 
proud to announce we will be have an adult study 
program.  Pastor Art from UPC will lead us in a 
program to be announced at a later date for our 
adult study.  We will meet on Wednesday evening 
starting on Oct. 4 and running 6 weeks to Nov. 9.  
at 6:30 p.m.  More information to come. 

 

September Circle Meeting 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
By Julia Seymour  

Session 1: We Believe in God 
Philippians 2:1-2 

Eve Circle: Thursday, Sept. 14 at 7:00 9.m. 
Hostess: Elenor Bentrott Leader: All 

Bethlehem: TBA   Hostess/Leader: Connie Kleppe 
 

All are Welcome



Our church is having a Reformation 500 Bookstore! 
 

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Do you want to learn more 
about Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity? Do you want to reflect on 
the ongoing impact of the Reformation today? Stop by our Reformation 500 Bookstore to shop 
for engaging books on the Reformation for readers of all ages and interests! Save up to 50% 
plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore titles. 
 

Stop by the space back by the offices 
on Sunday October 1, 2017 (we will be displaying them throughout the month of 
September). 
between 8:15 a.m. and during fellowship following worship. 
to get fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your family. 
 

We will be sharing this bookstore with UPC as a part of our Shared Ministries. 
 

Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The 
books will include bestselling biographies like Luther the Reformer as well as an atlas of the 
European Reformations, a graphic novel for young readers, and primary sources from The 
Annotated Luther series.  
 

NEWLUTHERMOVIE.COM 
 

PBS premieres Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World nationwide on Sept. 12th at 8:00pm/7:00 
central. The two-hour film brings to life Luther's 16th century quest to reform the church—a journey that 
would profoundly reshape western civilization. 
Historians rank Luther among the two or three most influential people of the last millennium. As an outcast 
who stood up to the world's dominant superpower, Luther's battle of ideas sparked reform of the church, the 
rise of individualism, a boon in universal education, and improved opportunities for women. 
Starring Padraic Delaney (The Tudors, Knightfall) in the title role, the film follows Luther through the emotional 
highs and lows that marked his eventful life. Along the way, scholars offer commentary to give context to the 
story. Hugh Bonneville (Downton Abbey) narrates. 
Luther stepped onto the world stage exactly 500 years ago this October, as he nailed his 95 Theses to the 
church door in Wittenberg, Germany. The printing and distribution of the Theses—and other crowd-pleasing 
critiques of the powerful—quickly made him the most famous person in Europe. Overnight, Martin Luther 
became the world's first media celebrity. 
Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World follows this thread, and others, to offer an engaging look at 
the dramatic moments that shaped Luther's life: the massive lightning storm that nearly killed him, the bleak 
self-punishment of his time in the monastery, the corruption that unleashed his anger, his trial before the 
most powerful man in Europe, and the staged kidnapping that helped him escape the death penalty. 
In a quest for authenticity, every word of Luther's dialogue in the film was taken verbatim from his actual 
writings and speeches. Similarly, all filming was done in the castles, monasteries, and ancient churches of 
eastern Europe—chosen for their undisturbed 16th century heritage. 

This one-time only, nationwide showing is a great reason for congregations, families and 
individuals to gather with community and friends and explore Luther’s lasting impact on 
Christianity. The show is also available for private showings for those unable to watch that 
evening. #ELCA500    newluthermovie.com 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/elca500?source=feed_text&story_id=10154934885048775


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
1 

 
2 
Jill Suthers Funeral     
                       11 AM  

3 
Holy Communion                                                        
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship    9:45 AM 

4 

 
5  

BWELCA Bd.     6 PM 6 

 
7 
 

8 
Hope Cluster Fall 

Retreat 
Camp Wyoming 

9 

 Hope Cluster Fall 
Retreat 

Camp Wyoming 

10 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship                   
                     9:45 AM 
 

11 
 

12 

Council          6:15 PM 
 

13 
 

14      
Eve                     7 PM 
H: Elenor Bentrott 
L: All 

15 
 

16 
Ewalu Quilt 

Auction/Dinner 

17 
Holy Communion                                                        
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship                   
                     9:45 AM 

18 
Newsletter Items Due 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship                   
                     9:45 AM 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

  
 

 

 
Bethlehem Circle 

TBA 

   

 2017 

September 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
403 Pleasant Street 

Lost Nation, Iowa 52254 

 

 

September Birthdays 
  
 1  Kathy Duffey 
  8         Kathy Becker 
11  Evelyn Petersen  
16  Dennis Kleppe 
18  Richard DeMoss  
20   Melissa McChesney 
23         Jeff Fields, Jo Thiede 
25  Chloe Bennett 
25  Kelly Schroeder  
27   John Alden 
28  Dawn Suthers 
29  Doug Wulf 
30  Bruce Von Sprecken 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 September 2017 

 Interim Pastor  Tom Reuss 

   Office Phone  678-2301 

 Home Phone 515-290-2517 

  revreuss@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 

 Church Phone 678-2301 

  secretary@bethlehemln.com 

 

 Website                      www.bethlehemln.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 

                                September Anniversaries 

 
                               3 Wilma and Ron Adrian 
                              10 Dale and Laurie Rickels 

                                 14 Marlene and Darrel Hicks 
                         15 Ellen and Bill Pithan 

                                   24 Jone and Les Paarmann 
                                   24  Stacey and Gary Current 
                                   27  Kathy and Rex Duffey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  
Worship 8:45 

Sparks/Fellowship Following 

 

Office Hours 
Interim Pastor: 

Tuesday Mornings:   
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

Secretary Hours: 
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain she or 

someone is here. 
. 

http://www.bethlehemln.com/

