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AIM Barb to Complete Ministry at 
Bethlehem and St. Mark 

 

Associate in Ministry Barb Tobiason will complete 
her ministry at Bethlehem and Saint Mark Lutheran 
in September after over 15 years of work here.  On 
Sept. 18, she will lead worship and preach while Pr. 
Keith is out of town.  Then on Sunday, Sept. 25 she 
will be honored for her 15 years of pastoral work in 
the congregations with a service of Farewell and 
Godspeed and a dinner at Saint Mark Lutheran 
immediately following worship at 11:30 a.m.  
 

The congregations called her and Pastor Keith as a 
pastoral team that began work together Dec. 1, 
2001.  Upon receipt of her call, she was commis-
sioned an Associate in Ministry in the ELCA.  Prior 
to that, she did contract work in the congregations, 
helping in the office under Pastor Moeller and as-
sisting Pr. Fran Griffith during the interim in 2001.     
 

As part of the celebration honoring her years of 
service, the congregation 

will present her with a gift.  
Persons wishing to 

contribute to a con-
grega-
tional gift 

for her may 
make a gift on any 

Sunday in September before Sept. 19.  Make 
checks payable to: BLC, for: AIM Farewell Gift.   

 

Seeking Acolytes 
 

Talk to pastor if you, or your son or daughter, any 
age, might like to be an acolyte soon, alone or as-

sisted by a parent, grandpar-
ent, cousin or friend.  Pastor 

will arrange for some 
“training” following wor-
ship in September and 
October. 
  

 

Appeal to Expand Ministries  
 

The ELCA launched a major appeal two years ago 
to ensure the ministerial and financial health of our 
Churchwide programs and service and this last 
spring our Southeastern Iowa Synod launched a 
complimentary appeal.  Dovetailing with the ELCA 
Appeal, our synod focused on 4 areas of emphasis: 

 Congregations  - supporting emerging and re-
newing faith communities; 

 Leadership – growing our synod’s Fund for 
Leaders to provide more scholarship assis-
tance for pastoral candidates from our synod;  

 Hunger and Poverty  increasing our capacity to 
deal with root causes; 

 Global Church – for strengthening our ties with 
our companion synod in Tanzania.    

 

Each congregation is encouraged to choose pro-
jects to support.  Our 
Council recommended two 
areas – supporting the es-
tablishment of a new 
ELCA congregation inside 

Iowa’s prison in Anamosa and the Southeastern 
Iowa Synod Fund for Leaders.  The Council and 
others are aware of the current shortage of pastors 
and candidates for ministry at this time.  No mone-
tary goals were set but all are encouraged to sup-
port this as God moves each.  ½ of all gifts will be 
designated for the new prison ministry, and ½ will 
be designated for the Synod Fund for Leaders  
 

During September and October we will be learning 
more about the new congregation that will be orga-
nized soon in Anamosa and the need for more 
scholarship funds for pastoral candidates.  Materi-
als will be available in the October newsletter by 
which you can make a one-time gift or a pledge of a 
larger gift over the next 2 years.  The Appeal will 
conclude on October 23 when all will present their 
gifts or pledges.   
 

First Communion 
 

Parents of children who would like to begin communing 
should talk to pastor to make arrangements for some classes or 

training during September on October.



 

Pastoral Pondering 
by Pastor Keith Larson 

 

Well it happened again!  It has not happened in a long time.  Well it probably has happened, but 
I just have not been caught for a long time.  I was on the stretch of 2-lane U.S. Highway 30 be-
tween Morrison, Illinois and the I-88 toll way.  It is a very familiar route.  We have traveled it 
many times a year for over a dozen years now.  Well last week I looked in my rear-view mirror 
to see flashing lights.  I had been going too fast, way too fast, and because of that I got to seri-
ously help the state of Illinois with their financial woes.     
 

I cannot say for a fact, because to claim it as a fact I would have to go back to our insurance 
records.  But it seems to me that I have had the most accidents and most traffic tickets around 
the times when we have moved or around times of transition in life.  So I am telling myself for 
the next 6 months to slow, down, relax, and think.   
 

I do not think it is just me.  I hear stories from people recently widowed that they go through 
stretches of moodiness, or times of forgetfulness, or tend to be a little accident-prone.  It is 
probably related to stress.  Any changes in life, positive changes or negative changes are times 
of loss, grief and stress.  Lots of changes in life are good and positive – job promotions, the birth 
of a child or a grandchild, weddings, retirement.  But every change brings, along with all kinds of 
joys and benefits, a sense of loss.  At a wedding the bride and groom may indeed be very hap-
py and excited about their new life together, but there is also a loss – a loss of their singleness 
and freedom and independence of singleness.  At the same time there are parents who feel the 
loss of their son or daughter.   
 

Almost 50 years ago, Elisabeth Kubler-Ross published a landmark book On Death and Dying, 
where she outlined 5 stages of grief – denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance.  
While everyone goes through these stages in some shape or form after a loss, they are not 
necessarily linear; one may feel all of them in one day.  Over the years, others have critiqued, 
supported, added, and amended these 5 stages.  Regardless, whenever there is change, for 
good, or for ill, there is loss, and with loss there is grief, with an explosion of lots of different feel-
ings that will include denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance, plus lots of others.  
All of these induce some amount of stress.   
 

Aware of all of this, I know I need to take care of myself in the months ahead.  Retirement is a 
good change.  I look forward to it lots.  But it is a major change and there will be a loss – loss of 
work that has been very meaningful, loss of some very important relationships.  I guess retire-
ment is right up there towards the top of the list for stress-inducing life events – right between 
being fired from a job and pregnancy.   
 

On the other end of things, for people in a congregation, the retirement or resignation of a pas-
tor is a loss, but different people will experience it in different ways, depending on each one’s re-
lationship with the congregation, and relationship with the pastor.  There will be everything from 
“Yay!  It is about time” to “How will we/ I ever manage?” and lots in between.   
 

As Christians living is a world of change, death, loss and grief, we remember that God is the 
God of newness, God of resurrection and new life.  God continually brings forth new life, new 
opportunities; God continually gives us new chances for life and for love.  In Isaiah, God tells the 
people, “I am about to do a new thing,” (Isa 43:19) and in Revelation, declares “see, I am mak-
ing all things new” (Rev. 21:5).  God is about to do something new at Bethlehem and Saint Mark 
Lutheran Churches.  Hang onto your hats folks!  It will be an exciting ride.   
 



 

Transition Issues 
 

This is the third in a series of monthly articles re-
lated to times of pastoral transition 
  
Transition Issues – Clearing the Way for a 

New Pastor 
 

“What is the big deal about the pastor not ever 
coming back to the congregation after resigning/ re-
tiring?” 
   
It is all part of making it easier for the new pastor to 
develop pastoral relationships.  Pastors and con-
gregation members hopefully develop close and in-
timate relationships over time.  We get used to 
each other, and when pastors are involved with im-
portant family events like births, baptisms, wed-
dings, illnesses, deaths and funerals, we become 
almost like “part of the family.”   
 

A new pastor is a “stranger” for a few months and it 
takes a while to get to know that person and to 
open your lives up to that person.  It can be easier 
to trust or call on someone you know. But if Barb or 
I would come back to marry, bury or baptize, you 
would never get to know and trust the new pastor.  
It is not that Barb or I do not care.  We care deeply.  
But it is not helpful for us – indeed it is destructive 
for us to step in, or even to have a pastoral conver-
sation with you.   
 

As a matter of professional ethics for pastors, and 
associates in ministry who have served in pastoral 
roles, we cannot continue in any kind of pastoral 
role.  We cannot perform any kind of pastoral ser-
vices for you in the congregation or elsewhere (like 
a funeral at a funeral home or a back yard wed-
ding). 
 

In fact, even being in attendance at these events 
may get in the way.   If you ask us or invite us, you 
put us in delicate positions because we do not want 
to hurt your feelings.  We do really care about you.  
But we necessarily need to say no.  So, please do 
not even consider inviting us to function in any kind 
of pastoral role.  We want you to love and trust your 
new pastor as you have loved and trusted us.  
 
And it is not that we can never come back.  The 
new pastor and Council are free to invite former 
pastors back for special events – anniversaries or 
special occasions.  Since AIM Barb and Pastor will 
be retired in the area, this column in the future will 
talk about friendships, social media and etiquette 
for when we meet in Fareway, the Y, or Wal-Mart.    
 

Council Highlights 
 

The Congregation Council met on August 9 for a 
regular monthly meeting.  In business, they: 

 agreed to buy for $250.00 the 
copier that had been leased 
for 3 years, and will consider 
repair costs before decid-
ing whether to discontinue 
a service contract 

 Reviewed the agenda for the 
Aug 28 special congregation meeting; 

 Authorized our bookkeeper to open a credit 
card account at First Trust and Savings Bank 
that can be used by the bookkeeper or office 
secretary for certain purchases by phone or in-
ternet;  

 Agreed to have a special offering through mid-
September for a congregation retirement gift 
for AIM Barb Tobiason and to ask the Mission 
Endowment Committee to consider adding to 
that gift;   

 heard the following Treasurer’s report: 
Balance 6/30/16 $10,838.90 
       July Income  6,483.86 
       July Expenses 8,063.26 
       Balance 7/31/16 $9,259.50 
 

ELCA Met in Church-wide Assembly 
 

945 voting members, including Bethlehem’s 
Deanne Bennett met Aug 8-13 in New Orleans be-
sides worship, learning and hearing of the work of 
the ELCA they: 
 

 Elected William B. Horne II, Clearwater, Fla., 
vice president of the ELCA; 

 Accepted the "Declaration on the Way," a docu-
ment that marks a path toward greater unity be-
tween Catholics and Lutherans and presents 
differences that remain. 

 Approved AMMPARO – the ELCA's strategy to 
Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, 
Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities.  

 Approved the Ministry of Word and Service 
roster. Beginning in 2017, ELCA associates in 
ministry, deaconesses and diaconal ministers 
will be a single, unified roster of Ministry of 
Word and Service and will be called deacons.   

 Approved various memorials – or proposals 
deepening relationships with historic Black 
churches; toward a responsible energy future; 
repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery; peace 
with justice in the Holy Land through responsi-
ble investment.  Pastor or Deanne may be able 
to provide more information or actual actions. 



 

Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
Marlene Hicks, Enos Ihns 
 

Ushers: 
Joan Kleppe, Tom Gerdes 
 

Lectors: 
  4-    Jessica Ihns 
11-    Connie Kleppe 
18-    Jone Paarmann 
25-    Ellen Pithan 
 

Communion Servers: 
  4-    Scott Doll, Marlene Hicks 
18-    Enos Ihns, Brent Ihns 
 

Bread Maker:  Tim Thiede 

 

Altar Care: Connie Kleppe, Kathy Duffey 
 

Tellers:  Joan Kleppe, Deanne Bennett 
 

Fellowship Servers:  
  4-   Bring a Snack to Share 
11-   Diana Ihns, Becky Ihns-Petersen, Carol       
        Kapinski 
18-   Jone Paarmann, Leta Dunt, Dawn Suthers,  
        Eleanor Sheldon 
25-   Kathy Becker, Kelly Doll, Joan Kleppe, Jody   
        Holtz  
 

Sparks Reunited 
 

 

Sparks kids will be reunited starting 
Sunday, September 11 following 
worship during fellowship.  There is 

a sign-up sheet outside the door to the Sunday 
School Room, please prayerfully consider to honor 
our promise as a congregation to help with the 
learning of God’s word with our Sunday school 
children. 
 

September Circle Meeting 
WHEN GOD’S NOT FAIR 

“Jonah and the terrible, horrible, no good,  
very bad day;  

when God forgives the guilty.” 
By Meghan Johnston Aelabouni  

Bethlehem:   Sat.  Sept. 3, at 9:00 a.m. 
Hostess/Leader: Connie Kleppe 

Eve:  Thursday, Sept. 8 at 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Elenor Bentrott  Leaders: All 

September Birthdays 
 

  1  Kathy Duffey 
  8         Kathy Becker 
11  Evelyn Petersen  
16  Dennis Kleppe 
17  Cyndi Hartley 
18  Richard DeMoss  
20  Emily Kleinsmith 
20   Melissa McChesney 
23         Jeff Fields, Jo Thiede 
25  Chloe Bennett 
25  Kelly Schroeder  
27   John Alden 
28  Dawn Suthers 
29  Doug Wulf 
30  Bruce Von Sprecken  
 

September Anniversaries 
 

  3 Wilma and Ron Adrian 
10 Dale and Laurie Rickels 
14 Marlene and Darrel Hicks 
15 Ellen and Bill Pithan 
24 Jone and Les Paarmann 
24 Stacey and Gary Current 
27 Kathy and Rex Duffey 

 
Hope Cluster Fall Retreat 

 
Join us for our Cluster Fall Retreat featuring the  
“Farewell Tour, Faith, Friendship and Fun” On Fri-
day and Saturday September 9 – 10.  For ten years 

Hope Cluster has been 
the song in our hearts!  
Your friendships and 
trust have meant more 
than we can say. So 
ONE more time come 
join us in retreat for the 
same level of silliness 

and spiritual exploration you’ve come to expect and 
hopefully enjoy with Pastors Lynn and Lisa..  This 
will be the last retreat that Pastors Lynn and Lisa 
present for us so lets come out and give them the 
best of US we have and show our appreciation for 
all the dedication they had for us..  There is a post-
er on the bulletin board and also inserts on the ta-
ble in the entrance.  Any questions ask Deanne. 
 

VNA Flu Clinic 
 

The VNA will be available on 
Thursday, September 22 from 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon for a 
flu clinic here at Bethlehem.            



 

  
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 
Bethlehem        9 AM 
H/L: Connie Kleppe 

4 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship  
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

5 

 
6 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
BWELCA Bd.     6 PM 

7 

 
8 
Eve                     7 PM 
H: Elenor Brentrott 
L: All 

9 
Hope Cluster  
Fall Retreat 

Camp  
     Wyoming   6 PM 

10 

Hope Cluster  
Fall Retreat 

Continued  till Noon 

11 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

12 
 

13 

Council  at BLC with 
SMLC            6:15 PM 

 

14 
 

15   
 

16 
 

17 
Ewalu  

Quilt Auction/Dinner  

18 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

19 
Newsletter Items Due 

 

20 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

21 
 

22 
VNA  
Flu Clinic       
        11 AM – 12 noon 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship          
                     9:45 AM 
Farewell to Barb at 
St. Mark’s   11:30 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

 
29 
 

30 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
403 Pleasant Street 
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September 2016 

Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Cell Phone 563-495-0435  
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

 

Pastoral Associate  Barb Tobiason 
  563-487-2116 

  AIM@bethlehemln.com 
 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Tues 
 Phone 678-2302   
 

Website bethlehemln.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Worship 8:45 a.m. 

Sparks/Fellowship 9:45 a.m.   

 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
 If you need to enter the church and do not 

have a key, always call ahead to be certain he 
or someone is here. 


