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Synod Staff Meets Councils 

 
Pastor Paul Ostrem, Assistant to the Bishop of the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod met with the Congrega-
tion Councils of Bethlehem and Saint Mark on Sep-
tember 13.  Pastor Ostrem conducted an exit inter-
view with Pastor Keith.  In this interview, Pastor 
was able to reflect on his 15 years of pastoral min-
istry with Saint Mark and Bethlehem. 
 
Then Pastor Ostrem reviewed the process that will 
happen during the next few months.  The Synod 
staff will suggest someone to serve as an Interim 
Pastor for 9 months to a year or more.  The Interim 
Pastor has several roles.  He or she provides pas-
toral services until a new pastor is called.  The In-
terim Pastor helps provide a buffer zone between 
the former pastor and newer pastor so that church 
members can grieve the loss of one who has been 
important in their lives and so that members can 
begin to get used to things happening in new and 
different ways.   
 
The Councils together decided that for the interim 
time, the congregations will plan to get by with an 
Interim Pastor serving half-time.  That will mean 
that congregational members may need to pick up 
additional responsibilities or that some things done 
by the pastor in the past may not get done at all.  In 
the next weeks a committee from the 2 Councils 
will develop a list of expectations of what tasks the 
Interim will be expected to do.  After being given 
the name of a pastor who is willing and able to do 
this job the Councils will meet with her or him and 
decide if they believe we can work together.   
 
Below is a possible timeline of activities: 
 

Early October Councils develop list of expecta-
tions for an Interim Pastor 

November  Synod provides candidate for 
Interim, and Council approves or rejects 

Nov 13  Pastor retires 
Mid November Interim Pastor begins work 
Late November – December     Congregation cel-

ebrates Advent and Christmas   
January  Council appoints a Call Commit-

tee; Congregations hold Annual meetings, 
Congregations help decide whether to ex-
plore the possibility calling a pastor with St. 
Mark and Union.

 
Worship in October 

 
October 9 Individual prayers for healing with 

laying on of hands and anointing 
 

October 16  Ingathering appeal 
 

October 23  Corporate confession and for-
giveness. We will have a chance to reflect on 
our time together as pastor and congregations 
and will make confessional statements to each 
other and offer words of forgiveness.  While this 
will be an important time, you are very much 
encouraged to speak privately with Pastor Keith 
if you have any unresolved issues with hm. 

 

October 30  This day marks the 499th Anniver-
sary of Lutheran Reformation, the beginning 
of a multiyear celebration 500th Anniversary.  
BLC will celebrate the Rite of Affirmation of 
Baptism and young people will be confirmed.  
At SMLC young people will receive Bibles 
from their parent(s) and the congregation.   

 

November 6  All Saints Sunday We will remem-
ber the saints of our congregations who have 
preceded us to heaven during the past 15 
years, the new saints who were baptized into 
the family of God and the saints who continue 
to serve in our world.   

 

November 13  We gather as communities of faith 
around what is central to our life together - 
God’s Word and the Sacrament, one last time 
as Pastor and congregation.   We celebrate 15 

years of doing ministry and 
mission together and 

bid farewell to each 
other as pastor and 
congregations. 
 
We will celebrate Holy 
Communion on Sundays 

October 2, 16, 23, 30, No-
vember 6 and 13.  It is the desire of Pastor Keith 
that we end our time together around Word and 
Sacrament. Weekly celebration of Holy Communion 
is to be encouraged as the norm in our church, and 
while weekly celebration of Holy Communion has 
always been a hope of Pastor Keith, there were 
several reasons he never sought to implement this 
practice.  



 

Pastoral Pondering 
by Pastor Keith Larson 

 

We did a quick trip into Naperville a few weeks ago.  (Well, it could have been quicker, but I 
learned my lesson a few weeks before about being attentive to speed limits).  We went there 
because son Zachary and his business partner were having an open house for their new 
Thrivent Financial office.  They had outgrown the space in the old one office built a few years 
back.  The new office is closer to their home and very close to the middle school where they will 
have sons for the next 10 years.  In some ways it is an unremarkable building – the part they 
built is attached to a building that houses Baber Psychiatric and Baber Research next door, and 
Animal Eye Consultants behind.  In the next drive, there is the Chabad Jewish Center and an 
independent bookstore.  Across the street is semi-conductor business.  Inside, it is a fairly typi-
cal office suite with a reception area, conference room and individual offices.  Zac and his busi-
ness partner are avid golfers so it was planned that in their offices they would have plastic cups 
inserted in bored floor holes to ‘practice putting’.  Grandson Alex asked his dad how many 
rooms there were in the suite.  When he learned there were 9, he suggested there be a hole in 
every room.  So the office suite is a 9-hole mini-golf course.  If the business was not so incredi-
bly successful, a father could wonder about the wisdom of his son. 
 

Besides the open house, they had a tent set up in the parking lot and served burgers, dogs and 
chicken breast sandwiches and fixings and drinks to go with and had a band playing all evening. 
Over 250 people in attended.  Of course, the highlight for dad and mom were all the people, 
customer/ clients and older Thrivent associates, who sought us out to tell us what an incredible 
and talented son we had.  Of course, as parents, we knew that, but it is so wonderful to have 
others think so, as well.   
 
We had a chance to visit with Zac’s college roommate and basketball teammate who is head 
basketball coach at a local high school in nearby suburb and head of the high school social 
studies department.  It reminded me that so many of our sons’ family and friends are now in im-
portant leadership roles - from school administrators, seminary professors, athletic coaches, di-
rectors of agencies, and board members of important agencies and institutions.  At our recent 
synod theological conference it was these people who were the organizers and who asked the 
penetrating questions.  These are all jobs that it seems like I was doing just a while ago.  Even 
my dentist only comes in a couple of days a week, so his daughter has worked on my teeth the 
last couple of times I have been there.   I realize that the world is now being run by our children 
and their contemporaries.   
 
So this makes it a good time to retire.  I am glad for the new generation who is assuming lead-
ership in our churches, communities and world. They will do well.  They should – we inspired 
and trained them.  And they have been educated, trained and formed in an environment that 
has been much more collaborative.  They know, much better than those in my generation how 
to work together in teams, planning and leading cooperatively.  But more importantly the hand of 
God is leading and inspiring them, even as the hand of God has been leading us and our par-
ents and grandparents before us. I am reminded of the Bible verse that says, “So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new!”  
 

God will be doing a new thing at Bethlehem and Saint Mark.  It is an exciting time.  In the weeks 
ahead there will be many prayers to pray.  You will need to pray regularly: 
✝ For the Congregation Council that they might be diligent in their work leading the con-

gregation through the transition; 
✝ That God will raise up faithful discerning people to serve on the Call Committee; 
✝ For the synod staff that they might faithfully evaluate potential candidates; 
✝ That God will inspire and lead pastors to be open to and enthusiastic about serving our 

congregations; 
✝ And especially that God will help you be open and receptive to new pastor, to new ways 

of doing things, to new ways of being the church together.    



 

What is an “Interim” Pastor? 
 

An interim pastor is a pastor “appointed” by the 
Synod Bishop, in consultation with the Councils, to 
serve Bethlehem and Saint Mark, until such a time 
the congregations call a new pastor.  The synod 
staff will suggest the name of an individual who is 
willing and able to do this and the Councils can 
meet this person, discuss the expectations and ne-
gotiate remuneration.  Ultimately the Council can 
agree to let this person be appointed or seek 
someone else.   
 
The interim pastor serves like any other pastor, 
providing leadership for the celebration of the sac-
raments, preaching and leading worship, being 
present at council meetings and whatever the 
Council agrees this person should do.  After ob-
serving his wife serve for an interim pastor for 11 
months, Pastor observed that in interim pastor is a 
little like a foster parents who fill in immediately af-
ter the loss of a parent until adoptive parents can 
be found.  Interim pastors provide a bit of a buffer 
between the former pastor and a new one.  Some-
times an interim pastor can help deal with issues of 
grief or anger or other feelings that may go with a 
pastor leaving. 
 
Can the Council go out and find an interim on its 
own?  Technically yes, but all need to be aware at 
this time, there is a shortage of clergy, and if some-
one is “looking for work” outside the oversight and 
review of the synod staff, there may be some very 
good reasons why such persons are not recom-
mended or suggested.   
 
Sometimes people get Interim Pastor and Intern 
Pastor confused.  Interns are students who are 
practicing and learning to become pastors, like 
Wartburg students Paul Amlin and Matt Masko who 
were with us for a year each, in the past.  
 

Medicare Part D and Changes for 2017 
Tuesday, October 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Sponsored by Christian Health Ministry 
Refreshments Follow 

 
Nancy Kerns, SHIIP volunteer will help 
each decide the best Medicare Part D 
drug plan.  Bring your Medicare Card 

and your drug list.  
 

 
 

Union Presbyterian Suggests Sharing a 
Pastor with Bethlehem and Saint Mark  

 
The Session of Union Presbyterian Church in Lost 
Nation sent a letter to the Councils of Bethlehem 
and St. Mark, asking if our congregations might be 
interested in exploring the possibility the three con-
gregations calling a pastor together. The Session is 
the governing board of a Presbyterian congregation 
similar to a Lutheran Congregation Council.   
 
Union’s letter was received before the joint St. 
Mark/ Bethlehem Council meeting. After reading it, 
the Councils discussed it.  They decided they would 
be interested in exploring the possibility, but wanted 
to check the membership of our congregations be-
fore agreeing to enter into a formal exploration to-
gether.  
 
In our congregations there will need to be some 
opportunities to explore the benefits as well as diffi-
culties of such an arrangement as well as the op-
tions of not doing so.  If the Councils decide to en-
ter a formal exploration, a team of 3 or 4 from each 
of the congregations could be formed to explore op-
tions for worship schedules, job description for a 
new pastor and how congregations would divide 
expenses.  If such agreements could be worked 
out, then based on those agreements, the congre-
gations could vote whether or not to begin a call 
process together. 
 

If such an arrangement came to fruition it 
would the first time in the Southeastern 
Iowa Synod that 3 congregations shared 
a pastor, even though 3, 
4 and even more con-

gregations share pastors 
in other synods.  It would also be 
the first Lutheran – Presbyterian 
sharing agreement in our synod 
even though such arrangements 
have been happening for over 40 years in other 
synods.  Roman Catholics in our community have 
had many years of experience with 3 or more con-
gregations sharing a pastor.   

 
Diabetes 101 – What You Need to Know 

Thursday, October 20 
6:30 p.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Sponsored by Christian Health Ministry 

Refreshments Follow 
 

Jennifer Hildebrand, RN, Faith Community Nurse 
and Coordinator of Health Ministry from Genesis 

VNA and Hospice will be presenter. 



 

Presiding Bishop Invites All to Read the 
Catechism 

 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
has invited all ELCA members to read 
together Luther’s Small Catechism dur-
ing 2017.  In the front cover of a new 
Study Edition of this important booklet of 

our faith, Bp Eaton says, “In this small book… we 
have a rich treasure for communicating the faith 
from generation to generation. The Small Cate-
chism gives us common language for engaging the 
Bible, talking with others about our relationships 
with God and neighbors, making sense of our call-
ings in daily life, and making a witness to Christ is 
God’s world. 
 
The 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 is 
an opportunity to join your sisters and brothers in 
the ELCA in a year-long emphasis on reading and 
studying the Small Catechism together.  I invite you 
to open, rediscover, and be renewed by this treas-
ure again.” 
 
Several copies of this booklet will be available on 
the table in the gathering area.  A $5 donation is 
suggested.  A free mobile app is available in App 
Store and Google Play.   
 

Prayer Book for the Armed Services 
 

Our church recently developed a resource for those 
serving in the military and their families, a Prayer 
Book for the Armed Services. This book contains 
morning and evening prayer, prayers for individual 
concerns related to military life, words to 25 be-
loved psalms and 65 well-know hymns, and wor-
ship services for small groups. Cost for these books 
is $8.00 each plus shipping.  People can order from 
http://www.augsburgfortress.org or talk to pastor 
before October 10. 
 

October Birthdays 
3 Lynda Humphreys 
5   Hunter Lobdel 
7   Madge White 

18   Katie Christiansen 
 21  Brennan Hicks, Kristy Becker 
 22  Eleanor Sheldon 

     26  Sue Zeller 
     31  Tracy Kleppe       
October Anniversaries 

   5    Leta and Cornell Dunt 
  11   Danelle and Chris Snyder 

        14    Eleanor and Ed Sheldon 
        14    Kelly and Scott Doll 
        21    Stephanie and Matt Dosland 

Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
Dennis Kleppe, Tim Thiede 
 

Ushers: 
Darrel Hicks, Warren Ihns 
 

Lectors: 
  2-    Tim Thiede 
  9-    Madge White 
16-    Brent Ihns 
23-    Jessica Ihns 
30-    Deanne Bennett 
 

Communion Servers: 
  2-    Jessica Ihns, Connie Kleppe 
16-    Elenor Bentrott, Joan Kleppe 
23-   
30-    Jone Paarmann, Ellen Pithan 
 

Bread Maker:  Connie Kleppe 
 

Altar Care: Deanne Bennett, Kelly Doll 
 

Tellers:  Jone Paarmann, Bill Pithan 
 

Fellowship Servers:  
  2-   Ellen Pithan, Betty Rehmke, Stella Franck, Jill    
        Suthers 
  9-   Sue Zeller, Debra Christiansen, Madge White 
16-   Rochelle Busch, Darla and Meagan Fields,  
        Marlene Hicks 
23-   Elenor Bentrott, Lola Berner, Connie Kleppe 
30-   Coffee will be on ~ Bring a treat to share..  
 

Quilts and School Kits: 
 

A big “Thank You” to Bill and Ellen  
Pithan for delivering nine of our quilts 
to the EWALU Quilt Auction which 
was held on Saturday, September 17 
at Strawberry Point.  Thanks also to all of you who 
supported our school kit project.  During coffee 
hour, one hundred eighteen kits were assembled 
and packed for shipping.  Darrel and Marlene Hicks 
will be delivering the kits to Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Cedar Rapids.  From Cedar Rapids the kits will 
travel to the Lutheran World Relief warehouse in St. 
Paul, MN.  Once again, we have put trackers on the 
kits to follow our “gifts of love” as they travel around 
the world.  Thanks again for a job well done! 
 

Circle Meetings for October 
 

Bethlehem: Saturday, October 8  
at 9:00 a.m.   Hostess/Leader: Jessica Ihns 

Eve: Thursday, October 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Joan Clapp 

          Leader: Elenor Bentrott  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
SparksFellowship  
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

3 

 
4 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

5 
7/8th Grade 
Confirmation 
                   1:30-3 PM 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 Bethlehem       9 AM 
H/L:  Jessica Ihns 

9 
Healing Worship  
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

10 
 

11 
Council          6:15 PM 
 

12 
7/8th Grade 
Confirmation 
                   1:30-3 PM 

13   
Eve                     7 PM 
H: Joan Clapp 
L: Elenor Bentrott 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

17 

 
18 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

19 
7/8th Grade 
Confirmation 
                   1:30-3 PM 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Rite of Affirmation 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

24 
Newsletter Items Due 

 

25 
 

26 

 
27 
 

28 
 

29 

 30 

 
31 
Happy  
Halloween 

 

 
    

 
2016 

October 
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Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Cell Phone 563-495-0435  
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

 
 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  
Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Tues 
 Phone 678-2302   
 

Website bethlehemln.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Schedule 

 
Worship 8:45 a.m. 

Sparks/Fellowship 9:45 a.m.   

 
Office Hours 

 
Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 

Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
 If you need to enter the church and do not have a 

key, always call ahead to be certain he or someone 
is here. 


