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Congregations and Pastor to Bid Farewell 

 

At the close of worship on Sunday, November 13, 
Pastor Keith Larson will end 15 years as pastor at 
Bethlehem and Saint Mark Lutheran Churches, and 
will retire after serving for 35 years as a pastor, and 
4 years as a lay missionary in the ELCA.  At the 
end of worship there will be a special Thanksgiving 
at the conclusion of a Call and Retirement of a Pas-
tor.  This will be the formal and actual conclusion of 
the Pastor Keith’s tenure as pastor.   
 

Two celebrations will be held prior to this day to 
recognize his time in the communities and to cele-
brate his retirement.  An Open House will be held at 
Bethlehem from 2 – 4 p.m. on Saturday, November 
5.  A luncheon will be held at Saint Mark on Sun-
day, November 6 following worship at 11:45.  Ta-
bleware and drinks are provided, but church mem-
bers are invited to bring a dish to share.  Members 
are invited to attend either event or both.   

 
November Worship 

 

November marks the end of the church year, the 
end of a year of reading Luke’s Gospel, and the 
end of most things green in nature, in our climate.   
 
November 6  All Saints Sunday We will 

remember the saints of our congre-
gations who have preceded us to 
heaven during the past 15 years, 
the new saints who were bap-
tized into the family of God and 
the saints who continue to serve in our world.   

 

November 13  We gather as communities of faith 
around what is central to our life together - 
God’s Word and the Sacrament, one last time 
as Pastor and congregation.   We celebrate 15 
years of doing ministry and mission togeth-
er and bid farewell to each other as pastor 
and congregations. 

 

November 20, Christ the King Sunday we hear of 
two different ways of understanding kingly pow-
er. Bethlehem Women of the ELCA will receive 
their annual Thankofferings at their Thank-
offering Service.  Church members share 
commitments for 2017.  Continued next column 

 

 

Harvest Table to Benefit Food Pantry 
 

Help fill harvest table in the narthex 
with items for the Food Pantry during 
November.  The Food Pantry always 
needs paper products (toilet tissue, 

facial tissue, paper 
towels, for example).  
Non-perishable food items that are 

unopened and have not been on your 
shelf past the expiration dates are welcome. 
 

Angels Available 
 

The Lost Nation Area Food Pantry is again offering 
local residents in need of assistance the chance to 
sign their children up to receive “angel tree” gifts.  
They will provide information about their child/ chil-
dren’s age, size and Christmas “wishes.”  Persons 
from area churches and from the community who 
wish to choose an angel will receive that informa-
tion to help them buy one gift in $15 - $20 range.  
Angels will be available November 20 and need to 
be returned to church by December 4.  Gifts are not 
to be wrapped, but you may donate gift bags or 
wrapping paper. 

 
Commitment 2016 

 

Included in this month’s Star, is a time and talent 
and financial commitment form for 2016.  These 
tools are for members to make commitments and 
plans for the upcoming year and to help the staff 
and volunteers schedule persons to help with wor-
ship and other tasks during the year.  Return the 
forms on Sunday, November 20 (or if you can-
not be present then, on the Sunday before, or 
after, or return them by mail to the church).  
 

 
November Worship continued from 1st column 
 
November 27  1st Sunday of Advent  
 Even as the focus is on endings, a new church 

year begins in November this year. Advent be-
gins  November 27.   

 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd Sundays. 



Pastoral Pondering 
by Pastor Keith Larson 

 

A few weeks ago I experienced a 4-year-old soccer game for the fifth time around.  Those are – 
umm – interesting!?.  Obviously some of the kids have seen the game; they have played it in the 
backyard with older kids.  But, others do not have a clue.  For some, a blade of grass, a bug, or a 
grandparent on the sidelines is of much more interest than a ball rolling on the field. For some it is 
downright scary, and they cling to the knees of a coach, referee or parent.  Then as they learn more 
about the game there is a time when a rolling ball attracts 4 year-olds like a picnic attracts flies.  A 
dozen little bodies go charging after the ball and engulf it with kicks. The poor ball is trapped and has 
no chance to go anywhere, let alone towards the goal.  But sometimes, the ball does actually go 
through the net.  Everyone cheers, even though some of the kids are not sure why.  ` 
 

There are lots of glazed looks in the eyes of the 4 year-olds and lots of running around chasing after 
a ball.  I guess I can identify with those novice soccer players.  I have felt like I have had a glazed 
look and been doing lots of “running around” lately.  I know I do not have a clue what it will be like 
not to “go to work” after November 13.  But until then, it’s a whirlwind for me, trying to get my office 
emptied out, church records updated, checklists checked, paperwork for retirement completed, final 
visits to shut-ins.  I have been mentally and physically making lists and checking them off.  In the 
midst of all of this, regular life goes on – two lawn mowers went on the fritz, and something or an-
other always needs attention at home, and then throw in my annual head cold.   
 

It is good to have to take a few minutes to slow down, ponder and reflect.  A few weeks ago, Assis-
tant to the Bishop Paul Ostrem met with the Councils of St. Mark and Bethlehem Lutheran Church-
es.  He conducted an exit interview with me.  I wrote down those thoughts so they would be more 
succinct and coherent than anything off the top of my head.  I will make copies of those available on 
the tables of the gathering areas, for those who would like to read them. 
 

I am grateful for the 15 years I have had to be pastor among you.  It has been a delightful and fun 
time.  Oh yes there have been challenges and difficult times.  But I will mostly remember that it has 
been rewarding and satisfying.  I am grateful that you welcomed me to enter so personally into your 
lives.  You allowed me to share some very God-filled moments with you.  I will cherish those times in 
your homes, with you at the hospital or hospice, in our church buildings and cemeteries, at parties 
and receptions, celebrating birth and death and the myriad of life events in between. Thank you for 
all of you who do so many things to keep our congregations going and growing.  I give thanks for all 
of the ministry you provide in your homes, in your jobs, and in the community.  You are truly the 
hands, the feet, and the voice of God as you teach your families of God’s love, as you seek to be a 
witness of God’s love in your workplaces and life’s calling, as you seek to meet the needs of your 
neighbors near and far.     
 

I am so thankful for the extra staff you have provided over the years to assist me.  Most recently it 
has been Deanne and Brenda, in the offices and Brenda on the organ bench, and Joan and Jamie 
cleaning up after me.  All these years having Barb as my associate, my right hand, has been awe-
some, making my work so much more enjoyable, always having a colleague to “bounce’ things off 
and having my back in a pinch.  In years past there have been others – Joan, Cyndi, Teryn, and 
Lori, who has always been willing to step up, or should we say sit down (on the piano/ organ bench), 
when needed.  It has been a privilege to work with all of these.  They all have made my job easier.   
 

Lately, I have been getting home to announce that I had done my “last” something – my last pre-
marital session, my last parish nurse board meeting.  And I always recognize that fact, with both re-
lief and sadness.  There is not much I have not enjoyed about this job, this calling from God these 
last 15 years. When I get home tonight, I can say I have written my last “Pondering” in this place.  
Oh I will continue to ponder, and I hope you will also ponder and reflect how God is working in your 
life.  And when you think about 4 year olds playing soccer, may they remind you of yourself, at those 
times when you are not sure what is happening, but you know it is happening quickly.  At those 
times, you realize, and I realize how much we need God and God’s love - always.



Commitment 2017 
 

It is time for all of us to consider our support for 
God’s work done through Bethlehem in 2017.  This 
is a very important time to seriously think about 
what kind of a financial and time commitment you 
can make during 2017.  In some ways Bethlehem’s 
financial commitments may be a little less for 2017, 
as the Council decided that the two congregations 
will try to get along with only a half-time interim.  
But that means people will have to step up to make 
sure things get done.   
 
But also, as the Councils and Call Committees 
consider calling a new pastor, they will need to be 
able to fairly accurately project the income we can 
hope to generate in a year’s time.  That will deter-
mine how we share the percentage of pastoral time 
with St. Mark, or if indeed it will be necessary to 
consider a third congregational partner, Union 
Presbyterian, so we can afford a pastor.  The reality 
is that we were paying Pastor Larson below guide-
lines, the cost of providing medical coverage for 
him was always half of what it normally would be, 
because his wife’s medical was always covered by 
another congregation or institution, and the last 6 
years we were not paying for pastor’s housing, that 
is no housing allowance nor paying the utility costs 
had he been living in the parsonage.  As we move 
much or even more to compensate a pastor with 
less or even no experience.   
 

Enclosed are 2 items for you to carefully consider in 
the next few weeks.  Return them on November 20 
and place in the offering that day.  The items are: 

 a time and talent form for indicating how you 
wish to assist in the many responsibilities 
related to operating our congregation, espe-
cially our worship life; 

 a financial commitment form for 2017. 
 

These forms are on the same yellow sheet. Fold 
and submit together or separate and submit either 
one.    
 

God’s blessing to you as you prayerfully consider 
your involvement at Bethlehem in 2017.  
  

Christmas Event 
 

BWELCA Board will host Hot Chocolate 
and Cookies on Wed. Nov. 30 following 
the decorating of the church for Advent. 

 
REMEMBER TO SET CLOCKS BACK: 
Sunday, November 6.  Daylight Sav-
ings time ENDS.. 

Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation 

 

On October 31, our church kicks off a year long 
celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran 
Reformation.  ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton has invited all ELCA members to read to-
gether Luther’s Small Catechism during 2017.  In 
the front cover of a new Study Edition of this im-
portant booklet of our faith, Bp Eaton says, “In this 
small book… we have a rich treasure for communi-
cating the faith from generation to generation. The 
Small Catechism gives us common language for 
engaging the Bible, talking with others about our 
relationships with God and neighbors, making 

sense of our callings in daily life, 
and making a witness to Christ in 
God’s world. 
 

The 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation in 2017 is an oppor-
tunity to join your sisters and 
brothers in the ELCA in a year-
long emphasis on reading and 
studying the Small Catechism 

together.  I invite you to open, rediscover, and be 
renewed by this treasure again.” 
 

Several copies of this booklet will be available on 
the table in the gathering area.  A $5 donation is 
suggested.  A free mobile app is available in App 
Store and Google Play.   
 

Pastor in Retirement 
 

Many people have asked pastor what he will do in 
retirement.  He will probably say in the first weeks, 
he will attend the Iowa Association of School 
Boards Convention, work on ”projects” at  Samuel 
and Heidi’s newly purchased 60 
year-old house, help get ready 
for the family coming at Thanks-
giving, help prepare for and cel-
ebrate Advent and Christmas at 
home and with family.  He says 
he will hibernate in January and 
wake up in February and then 
start thinking about what to do next, besides 
dozens of projects at Wildwood, putting up firewood 
for 2018 and visiting kids and grandkids.   
 

Ginger completes her interim pastorate at St. John, 
Preston, on October 31 and begins interim work on 
November 1 at St. John in St. Donatus and St. Paul 
in LaMotte. Pastor will probably worship with her 
there.  But they will be joining a local ELCA con-
gregation.   
 



Life Together Beyond the Final Benediction 
 
Pastor Keith Larson will be transferring his mem-
bership to another Lutheran congregation shortly.  
After November 13, he will not be available to take 
on any kind of leadership role within our congrega-
tion, nor will he be available to conduct or even par-
ticipate in such events as funerals, weddings, hos-
pital calls, emergency calls, or any other functions 
normally carried out by a pastor in a congregation.   
Pastor Larson fully understands the boundaries and 
will not accept any such requests.  
 

Living in the greater community, he fully expects to 
see you in the grocery stores, at the Y, at school 
events or other public events.  He will enjoy visiting 
with you and catching up with 
you about you or your fami-
lies.  But if you seek advice 
about church matters or 
make complaints about 
life in the congregation 
or about your new pas-
tor, he will quickly tell 
you that it is a matter to 
take up with your pas-
tor, change the sub-
ject, and probably try to “run away.”  He will, how-
ever enjoy hearing how you appreciate your new 
pastor and what fun exciting things are happening 
in the congregation. 
 

Pastor recognizes that he has not only been a pas-
tor.  He has become a friend with many.  The whole 
business of continuing friendships beyond pastor-
ates is never simple.  There sometimes is a fine 
line between the pastor/ parishioner relationship 
and friendship.  Pastor Keith will always try to be 
sensitive so that any friendships that continue into 
the future will not impede or get in the way of mem-
bers developing a relationship with a new pastor.   
 

November Birthdays 
 

2 Les Paarmann, Ella Thompson 
8 Sean Christiansen   

     15   Rosemary Stoll  
 16   Melissa Ford 
 17   Wyatt Christiansen 
 21   Henry Ihns 

     26   Ester Dosland 
     27 Lisa Fields 
           

November Anniversaries 
 

15    Debra and Jerimiah Christiansen  
 

Worship Assistants 
Greeters: 
Elenor Bentrott, Joan Kleppe 
 

Ushers: 
Marlene Hicks, Connie Kleppe 
 

Lectors: 
  6-    Connie Kleppe 
13-    Jone Paarmann 
20-    Ellen Pithan 
27-    Tim Thiede 
 
Communion Servers: 
  6-    Deanne Bennett, Tim Thiede 
13-    Eleanor Sheldon, Rochelle Busch 
20-    Joan Kleppe, Elenor Bentrott 
 
Bread Maker:  Jone Paarmann 

 

Altar Care: Rochelle Busch, Marlene Hicks 
 
Tellers:  Brent Ihns, Tim Thiede 
 
Fellowship Servers:  
  6-   Joyce Feuss, Kathy Duffey, Donna Dosland 
13-   Diana Ihns, Becky Petersen, Carol Kapinski 
20-   Jone Paarmann, Leta Dunt, Dawn Suthers,     
        Eleanor Sheldon 
27-   Coffee On ~ Bring Treat to Share ~ 
 

Council Highlights 
 

The Congregation Council met on October 11 for a 
regular monthly meeting.  In business, they: 

 confirmation set for Oct. 30,  
for Ryne Gruenwald, Chase 
Gruenwald and Chloe 
Bennett  

 Darrel Koch will be  asked 
to do snow removal 

 Annual congregation meeting 
set for Jan. 22 

 Spent time completing a needs assessment for 
an interim pastor 

 heard the following Treasurer’s report: 
Balance 8/29/16 $ 8731.75 
       July Income  11531.00 
       July Expenses 10881.35 

       Balance 7/31/16                   $ 9381.40 
 
BWELCA Board Meeting Tues. Nov. 1, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Circle Meetings:  
Eve:  Thurs. Nov. 10, 7:00 p.m. H: Joan Kleppe. 
Bethlehem: Sat. Nov. 12, 9:00 a.m. H: Diana Ihns 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
BWELCA Bd.     6 PM 

2 
7/8th Grade 
Confirmation 
                   1:30-3 PM 

3 4 5 

6 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship  
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

7 

 
8 
Council          6:15 PM 
 

9 
7/8th Grade 
Confirmation 
                   1:30-3 PM 

10 
Eve                     7 PM 
H: Joan Kleppe 
L: All 

11 
 

12 

 Bethlehem       9 AM 
H/L: Diana Ihns 

13 
Healing Worship  
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

14 
 

15 

Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 

 

16 
 

17  
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Holy Communion 
Thankoffering Service         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

21 
Newsletter Items Due 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

28 
 

29 

 
30 
Christmas Event 
Decorate Church 
                           7 PM 
Hot Chocolate & 
Cookies following 
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October 2016 

Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Cell Phone 563-495-0435  
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

 
 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Tues 
 Phone 678-2302 
 
Website           bethlehemln.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  
Worship 8:45 

Fellowship Following 

 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

until November 13. 
 

Secretary Hours: 
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 

 If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain he or someone 

is here. 

 


