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Celebrating our Life Together as a Parish 

 

              On Sunday, June 5 we will worship 
together at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Lost Nation at 8:45 a.m.  
There will be no worship at Saint 
Mark that day.  Fellowship time fol-
lows. 

 

 Worship times remain at 8:45 a.m. at Bethle-
hem and 10:30 at St Mark through the summer.   

 

 
Bishop Burk to Visit Bethlehem 

 

 Southeastern Iowa Synod Bishop Michael  
 Burk has not yet visited Bethlehem.  But he  
 Is coming on Sunday, June 12 during our reg-

ular Sunday worship at 8:45 a.m.  He will  
 preach at worship and will be available during 

fellowship time to visit, answer questions or talk 
about mission and ministry in our synod. 

 

 

Congratulations to the Post-Grads 
 

The following have completed post-high 
school education programs. Congratulations!  
 

Emma Thiede  
 Wartburg College, B.A., Writing, Art minor 
 Emma will be looking for a job in Iowa City 

and applying for admission to Iowa Writer’s 
Workshop 

Joshua Holtz  
 Iowa State Univ., B.S., Construction Engineer-

ing; Josh has a job as Project Manager with 
Cramer and Assoc., Grimes and will be working 
in Sioux City  

Raymond Dosland   
 Ashford Univ., B.A., Education 
 Raymond is looking for a teaching job and work-

ing as a pharmacy tech at Wal-Mart  
Joey Thiede 
 Univ. of Iowa REACH, Certificate 
 Joey will be looking for a job in Iowa City 
Levi Dosland 
 Northeast Iowa CC, Diploma, Welding 
 Levi has a job in Monticello.  

 

2016 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly 
 

The 29th Assembly of the Southeastern Iowa Synod 
was held May 6 – May 7 in Coralville.  365 voting 
members and 66 visitors gathered around the 
theme “Drawn to the Light of God.”   Pastor Keith 
and Bethlehem members Tom Gerdes and Deanne 
Bennett attended.   
 

Bishop Michael Burk presided over the assembly, 
including a service of Holy Communion.   Special 
guest, Pastor Jason Chesnut engaged the Assem-
bly with biblical storytelling from John’s gospel. 
Presentations on the ministries of the ELCA, hun-
ger, prison ministry and leadership were shared.  
The Assembly was introduced to “Forward Togeth-
er” a synod campaign to raise funds to increase our 
capacity for mission and growing shared ministries. 
 

Heather Miller was re-elected Synod Vice Presi-
dent. Several people were elected to positions on 
synod council and committees. Voting members 
from our synod to the 2016 Church-wide synod in 
New Orleans were commissioned, including 
Deanne Bennett, Bethlehem.   
 

Resolutions adopted include ones encouraging:  

 members to offer gratitude and support for mili-
tary personnel, veterans and their families.  

 the synod to create learning opportunities to 
equip and support all its members for ministries 
in the world.  

 groups to discuss and act on role media plays in 
objectification of women.  

 congregations in the synod to pray for and sup-
port Lutheran Campus Ministries at Iowa’s public 
universities.  

 synod to advocate for peaceful resolution to con-
flict, the end of human rights abuse and of occu-
pation of Palestinian territory through Israeli set-
tlements.  

 

Other business included the approval of the 2017 
synod budget and minimum compensation guide-
lines. Congregations and rostered leaders celebrat-
ing anniversaries (Pastor Larson – 35 years of or-
dination) were acknowledged.  $35,987.78 was 
given at an assembly offering, designated for minis-
tries of the Southeastern Iowa Synod.   

See bottom backside of this page for  
reactions of our local voting members.



 

Pastoral Pondering 
by Pastor Keith Larson 

 

I got into my car this morning and turned the key and nothing happened.  I got out the jumper cables 
and hooked them to the other car and let the battery charge and still nothing.  So I called the auto club 
for a jumper charge with possible tow.  The tow truck broke down so they dispatched one from “far 
way”.  At this point, I am in my office waiting to for them to arrive at our home and to learn whether 
they can start it or need to tow it.  I suspect by the time I finish creating newsletter articles I may know 
what is going on.  For several months I have been saying my car, with two deer hits and which is con-
sidered a total loss by the insurance company, has a quarter million miles on it.  I have been rounding 
up.  It actually stands today at 249,567.  It appears it may not make it to a quarter million without me 
‘investing’ some more funds into it.   
 

Things like this are distracting and problematic.  They mess up my day – until I stop to tell myself that 
this is small potatoes.  I really have it good.  I know so many people whose lives are terribly complicat-
ed by broken and estranged relationships, who have horrible and life-threatening medical conditions, 
who are separated from children or parents because of custody issues, because someone is impris-
oned or simply ‘missing’.  I cannot even imagine the horror and misery of millions in the Middle East 
whose homes, towns and cities have been reduced to piles of rubble and rocks by bombs and rocket 
shells and who must live in tent cities in the hot desert sands.  I cannot imagine the terror and agony of 
trying to raise a family in Central America where gangs rule and come and take belongings and chil-
dren when they want, as they want, for whatever purposes they want.    
 

Memorial Day is coming up.  This is a day when we in this country remember, specifically, all who died 
during time of war.  I was a youth and teen during the Viet Nam War.  Each night we would hear on the 
evening news the days’ ‘body count’. The dreaded event, then, and to this day, for families of soldiers, 
is to have a car stop in front of the house and to see a formally dressed soldier get out and walk slowly 
to the front door.   
 

So when little things come up that do not go my way, that ‘upset’ my schedule, or that disrupt my plans 
I am learning to take a deep breath and tell myself to calm down, take it easy and I can literally say, 
“Practice what you preach, Keith”.  And what I have been preaching for 35 years (okay, I am rounding 
up again – on August 9, 2016, I can say I have been preaching for 35 years), so what I have been 
preaching for almost 35 years is this: Nothing can separate from the love of God.  God is with us al-
ways.  And when I do not get absorbed by petty little things, I know I am blessed beyond measure with 
so many good things.  I have so much to be thankful for.    
 

One thing I am thankful for is a little red, white and blue card I just received in the mail – my Medicare 
card.  I learned they show up the month before one turns 65.  For all benefits and shortcomings of our 
medical system/ industry in our country, we are blessed to have this program that provides at least the 
basics of medical insurance for the elderly. I am reminded often how folks in Madagascar relied on 
their children, if they had any, or the charity of villagers, as they aged and had medical problems.  Gin-
ger tells of a trip she made to Haiti where her group visited with some women in their 80’s, 90’s and 
older who still had to figure out how earn a living because there were no governmental or community 
resources for them. As I begin to think about retirement, I am especially grateful for you and the people 
in all of the congregations I have served who have provided me with an adequate salary and have al-
ways paid into a pension plan so when I do retire I will be able to do so comfortably – although per-
haps without my beloved little Toyota Matrix – I just got the message that it needed to be towed.   
 

Local Reactions to Synod Assembly 
 

Tom Gerdes attended his first Assembly and was a little anxious about attending an event with so 
many people, but within an hour he felt like he was a part of a much bigger church than he had known.  
He also realized that many congregations face similar issues of dwindling size. He was glad to have 
been part of the process and definitely felt “drawn to the light.”  Pastor has been attending these 
events ‘for a long time’.  He appreciates that there is less ‘business’ with resolutions and debate  and 
more time for learning about and celebrating mission and ministry.



 

 

College Scholarships 
 

Scholarship applications for all Bethlehem college students are available in the church office.  All students who 
plan to enroll in college during the 2016 - 2017 school terms must complete an application and return it to the 
office on or before August 1, 2016.  Students must be confirmed members of Bethlehem and must maintain 
academic eligibility.  Scholarship money will be sent directly to your college at the beginning of each semester.   
 

Note to current juniors, who will be high school seniors in August – if you anticipate that you might grad-
uate early and begin college early, you should apply for a scholarship before August 1.  
 

 
Memorial Gathering for Gary Hansen 

 

Pat Hansen and her family invite family and friends 
to their farm on June 4 between 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. to 
remember Gary.  More details later.  Pat and some 
family members also plan to worship at the joint 
Bethlehem/ Saint Mark service on Sunday, June 5 
at 8:45 a.m. in Lost Nation, and will enjoy visiting 
friends during fellowship time.   
 

 

New Address 
Joan Clapp has moved to Wheatland 
Manor apartments.  Her new address 

is Wheatland Manor Apt. 201  
306 E. Lincolnway Wheatland, IA 
52777.  She will enjoy having 
visitors.   

 

 

Save the Dates 
 

Community Vacation Bible 
School 

Monday, July 11 –  
Friday, July 15 

Mornings  
Union Presbyterian Church 

 

 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church’s Annual 
          Ice Cream Social 

Is coming up on 

        Sunday, June 26, 2016 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

       Menu: 
Maidrites – Chips – Cole Slaw 

Baked Beans – Pie – Ice Cream – Drinks 
Sign-up sheet on bulletin board for food/workers 

Monetary donations may be given to 
Jone, Debra C. or Marlene for purchased items 

 

Community Coffee 
Thursday, June 16; 9:00 – 10:30  

At Bethlehem 
 

Invite your friends and neighbors 
for coffee and more. 

 

 

Toilet Tissue Needed 
 

Toilet tissue is always needed at 
the Lost Nation Community 
Food Pantry.  Anytime you are 
stocking up at your home, buy a few 
extra, or if you see a good sale, purchase a few 
rolls or packs and drop off at Bethlehem any time. 
 

June Birthdays   
  1   Keith Larson   14    Roger Kleppe 
  2   Don Long               17     Katie Thompson 
  5   Kelly Doll                     20    Tim Thiede 
  6   Alex McChesney         21    Robert Feuss 
  7   Joan Clapp                  23    Cassandra Novak 
  8   Al Small,                 24     Jimmy Hicks      
  Courtney Current             25     Stacey Current 
  9    Zach McChesney      27     Michael Paarmann 
10    Sophia Coates          28     Paul Kleinsmith,        

12    Brandon Moore                Heather Moore 

14    Lola DeMoss             29     Mickey Sheldon 



 

Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
Bill Pithan, Roger Kleppe 
Ushers: 
Marlene Hicks,  
Rochelle Busch 
Lectors: 
  5-    Connie Kleppe 
12-    Jone Paarmann 
19-    Ellen Pithan 
26-    Tim Thiede 
Communion Servers: 
  5-    Darrel Hicks, Connie Kleppe 
19-    Joan Kleppe, Scott Doll 

Bread Maker: 
Connie Kleppe 
 

Altar Care: Eleanor  
Sheldon, Madge White 
 

Tellers:   
Bill Pithan, Brent Ihns 

Fellowship Servers:  
  5-   Joint Worship ~ Sign Up on Bulletin Board 
12-   Diana Ihns, Becky Ihns- Petersen, Carol     
        Kapinski 
19-   Jone Paarmann, Leta Dunt, Dawn Suthers,            
        Eleanor Sheldon 
25-   NO Fellowship ~ Set Up for Ice Cream Social  

 

LSI Gratitude 
 

Dear Friends 
 

Thank you so much for once 
again welcoming LSI into your 

church family this past Sunday! 
It meant a lot to the girls to have a reception held in 
their honor.. Something that I am sure they will al-
ways remember. They were so excited to receive 
the beautiful quilts.  I noticed as they drove off to-
wards Waverly they all had their quilts wrapped 
around them with only their heads peeking out and 
huge smiles!  They didn’t seem to notice that the 
weather wasn’t what you would think it to be to 
need a quilt.  I guess that just goes to show that 
quilts bring more than just warmth from cold tem-
peratures.  Thanks again!  Blessings!   
Deb Whitford. 

 

June Anniversaries 
4     Deanne and Clint Bennett 
7     Kelly and Al Schroeder 

         9     Kathy and Lary Becker  
         9     Kathy and Kirk Snyder 
       15     Connie and Roger Kleppe 
       17     Erin and Nick Novak 
       19     Marcia and Paul Kleinsmith 
       22     Barb and Al Small 
      26     Lynn and Tim Thiede 
       27     Pat and Bob Hendrickson 
       27     Heather and Brandon Moore 

Looking for Web Designer 
 

In today's technological world, it is important for 
congregations to have websites. 
However, it is said that the only 
thing worse than no website is an 
obsolete website.  Bethlehem's is 
very obsolete.  Intern Paul Amlin 
designed and maintained when he 

was with us.   We very soon need to "shut it down" 
or have someone create a new website for us that 
can be easily maintained by "amateurs".  Please 
contact Pastor Keith if you know someone or some 
company that can create a fairly basic, easy to 
maintain a website for Bethlehem.  If a developer is 
not found, the Council will need to decide about 
removing our current one.   
 

 

June Circle Meetings 
THE HEART OF THE MATTER 

By Angela Shannon  
 

 Eve Circle: Thursday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m.  
Hostess/Leader:   In Conference room 

 

Bethlehem:  Saturday, June 11 at 9:00 a.m. 
Hostess/Leader: Ellen Pithan 

All are Welcome 

 

BWELCA Hilites 
 

The BWELCA board met on Tuesday, May 3. Ro-
chelle reported that $250 from Thrivent was spent 
for 30 quilt backs. Ellen reported that the Spring 
Bazaar netted $1641.75.  A noisy offering of $36.57 
along with BWELCA’s $25.00 donation was sent to 
World Day of Prayer. 
 

Deanne and Rochelle from BLC attended the Hope 
Cluster Spring Gathering on April 16 at St. Mat-
thews’s in Monticello.  The Senior/Senior Coffee 
was hosted by Eve circle on April 24.  Several grad-
uating seniors from LSI shared their stories and 
were presented quilts from BEWLCA.  
 

The BWELCA board decided to collect and assem-
ble LWR school kits, baby care kits, personal kits 
and quilts will be our projects for the year. 
 

The board will host the Community Coffee on June 
16. 
The Ice Cream Social will be held on June 26th. 
Sign-up sheet for food and workers will be posted 
soon.  
 

AIM Barb plans to lead our Joint Bible Study in Ju-
ly. Date TBA. Please bring a snack “supper” item to 
be served prior to the study. 

Eve Circle is next in line to serve.   
Next board meeting will be Tuesday, July 5 at 6:00. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 

5 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship  
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

6 

 
7 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

8 

 
9 
Eve Circle           7 PM 
H/L: Madge White 

10 
 

11 

Bethlehem Circle                     
                         9 AM 
H/L: Ellen Pithan  

12 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

13 
 

14 

Council          6:15 PM 
 

15 

 
16   

Community Coffee 
9 – 10:30 AM 

H: BWELCA Bd. 
“God Bless America” 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

20 
Newsletter Items Due 
 

21 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Ice Cream Social  
                    4 – 7 PM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

 
30 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

403 Pleasant Street 
Lost Nation, Iowa 52254 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2016 

Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Emergency 563-447-0652 
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

Pastoral Associate  Barb Tobiason 
  563-487-2116 

  AIM@bethlehemln.com 
 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Tues 
 Phone 678-2302 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Worship 8:45 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:45 a.m.   

 

 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain he or someone 

is here. 

 


