
Note of Special Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, August 28 
Following worship 

The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the 
2016 – 17 Mission Endowment budget and 

changes to Mission Endowment Bylaws 
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Pastor Announced Retirement 
 

Pastor Larson announced at the conclusion of 
worship on June 5 that he intends to retire 
November 13.  His 65th birthday was June 1.  He 
shared that he more often he thought that it would 
be nice to enjoy a cup of coffee longer at home, or 
not to come to the office at all, and not have regular 
evening events.  He is confident that there will be 
pastoral leadership for Bethlehem and Saint Mark 
churches in the future.  While he looks forward to 
retirement, he knows it will be a big change for him, 
because he has served as a pastor for 35 years.   
 

Bishop Michael Burk of the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod visited St. Mark and Bethlehem Lutheran on 
Sunday, June 12 and preached.  At a Q and A 
session, following worship, he said that people in 
our congregations would not have to be thinking 
about transition issues until fall, even though he 
would begin thinking about matters soon.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lost Nation Community 
Vacation Bible School 

July 11 – 15, 2016 

9:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

Union Presbyterian Church 
 

Register on line at https://goo.gl/fG4R3c  
or pick up registration form at LN library or churches. 

Call 563 -678-2203 (Pat Gade) if questions. 
 

 

Lost Nation Rustic Days  
Community Worship 

July 17, 9:30 a.m. 
Union Presbyterian Church 

No worship at Bethlehem that day 

Transition Issues 
 

While Bishop Burk said we do not need to “worry” 
about transition matters until fall, there are a few 
things we all can begin thinking about.  Pastor will 
have a short article each month, entitled Transition 
Issues.  Some topics to be covered will include 
Unfinished Business, Unresolved Conflict, and End 
of Pastoral Responsibilities.  
  

Unfinished Business 
 

“I can’t believe he is retiring.  He always said he 
would help me with …”  “I was hoping he would … I 
wish we could have …” 
 

There is never a good time for a pastor to retire or 
to leave.  There is always unfinished business. I 
have been making lists in my head, and on paper, 
of jobs that need to be done before retirement or 
tasks that need to be finished. But I am aware that I 
might not think of something, or think of something 
too late.  The synod also provides a transition 
packet to pastors and congregations, detailing 
responsibilities of congregations to pastors, and 
pastors to congregations. Indeed there is even a 
checklist with items to be signed off on.   
 

You can help me by reminding me of something 
that you think needs to be done, or something 
perhaps we had talked about doing that we never 
got around to doing. Even still, the mission and 
ministry of a congregation are always ongoing and 
there will always be unfinished tasks.   
 

If you want to invite me to your home, invite me to 
share a meal or have coffee together, or visit with 
me about anything, do not wait until the end of 
October or November.  We could easily not have 
time to do everything then.  In some ways, 4½ 
months will really fly by. 

https://goo.gl/fG4R3c


 

Pastoral Pondering 
by Pastor Keith Larson 

 

My mind has been a little pre-occupied with thoughts of retirement lately.  I know lots of people tradi-
tionally retire around 65.  The official retirement age for receiving full Social Security benefits is creep-
ing upward.  For people my age it is 66.  In some companies or professions, 30 years on the job is the 
time. If that were the case, I am really late.  How does one decide when?   
 

I still enjoy what I do. I have not, thankfully had any medical or personal crises, although I do feel like I 
get tired or weary more often. As a Lutheran pastor who grew up with Martin Luther as a childhood he-
ro, I toyed for a while with not retiring until after October 31, 2017, the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran 
Reformation.  It would have been awesome as an old pastor to preach on Reformation Sunday that 
year – and I think that may, for many, be a last time to so celebrate, as the differences among Chris-
tians grow less, that festival becomes quainter each year.    
 

Many of you know that my sons took me on a road trip in May, shortly before my birthday.  I called it an 
international tour through southeastern Iowa.  While stopping at some tourist spots, and a whole lot of 
local breweries, (my sons’ ideas of a good time – I do not really enjoy beer that much) we made a point 
of stopping and taking pictures – my oldest son is good at selfies – getting all 4 of us plus a sign into 
pictures – in towns and places with an international reference.  We were in Lisbon, Moscow, Cairo, 
(New) London, Lebanon, Brazil, Denmark, Moravia, and Paris for starters.  We also drove through Ma-
harishi Vedic City (Iowa’s newest municipality, incorporated in 2001).  Vedic City is beyond international 
– maybe a little out of this world.  The sign at the entrance said something to the effect of “International 
Capital of Global Peace”.  In its first action as a City Council in 2001, it was resolved that “the Constitu-
tion of the City shall be the Constitution of the Universe.”  Well, my sons said I should write up some-
thing about the trip for the Iowa Department of Tourism or something.  But that will have to wait until re-
tirement.   
 

Usually when I come back from being gone, I come back raring to get back to work – this time, not so 
much.  There were no big things – just lots of little things – wishing I could linger longer with my wife 
over a cup of coffee in the morning, hating to make choices about whether to be part of a “church or 
community event” or doing something with my family, wishing I were at home doing something in the 
yard right now, instead of sitting at my desk writing a newsletter article.   All of these little things started 
to tell me now is a good time. 
 

Why November, and November 13 and not next week or September or whenever?  I looked at the cal-
endar and saw I had a wedding in October and probably some confirmations and I thought about the 
middle of November so I will have time this year to help think about, plan or help with Thanksgiving and 
Christmas events.  I believe contractually I am required to give 30 days’ notice.  But this whole idea of 
retirement is something new.  It will take me a while to get used to thinking about it.    
 

November 13 is a Sunday.  When I left my last call, we had taken care of all of the farewells and good-
byes a bit earlier, and I concluded my time with them at a “normal” Sunday worship, as we gathered 
one last time around what pastors and congregations do together – the Word and Sacraments.  After 
the close of worship, I guess perhaps I had one last cup of coffee, but pretty much did the last benedic-
tion, laid the church keys on an empty desk and drove off.  For me, that seemed appropriate then and 
seems like a good way to leave again.  
` 

On our road trip in May, we were in a place called Brazil – in Iowa – no signs indicating this – but was in 
my Iowa Gazetteer.  There was a cluster of houses – lots of them a little ramshackle but a couple of 
nicer ones too.  Brazil was once a coal-mining community.  The name came not from the South Ameri-
can country but from an old English word “brazzies” meaning a mineral found in these coal mines.  
Some years ago I did a funeral for a church member’s father who had been a coal miner in Brazil, Iowa.  
I remember a Bible verse I used at the funeral where the Psalmist talked about God being present with 
us wherever we go, even when “darkness shall cover me and the light around me become night” 
(Psalm 139:11).  Psalm 139 can be a psalm for me and for all of us as we go to places where we have 
never been before – whether to a new job, through a sickness, into retirement, to a new home or where 
ever.   “Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence”, the psalmist asks.  
The psalmist concludes that there is no place where God is not.   



 

Perspectives on Synod Assembly 
 

The following was written by Tom Gerdes, Council 
President, who attended the 2016 Synod Assembly: 
 

”I will admit that I was a little skeptical when I was 
asked to go to our Synod Assembly.  I am not an 
assembly type person, and enjoy going to church 
and fellowship with people I know.  I was a little un-
comfortable at first with about 400 people, few that I 
knew.  However within the first hour I felt like I was 
a part of a church I had never known.  Everyone 
made you feel relaxed.  
  
I was honored and proud to be a part of the elec-
tions and read about the candidates.  I learned how 
the synod works for all of the churches and how we 
all can help.   
 

The important thing was learning how important it is 
to bring youth into the church.  Youth is what we 
need in our church.  Every congregation struggles 
with dwindling numbers.  Younger is something we 
all need to work on.  I do not feel this is just the 
pastor’s job but a responsibility for all of us.    
 

“Drawn to the Light of God” was the Assembly 
theme.  Yes, I was drawn in many ways that I never 
knew existed.  I left the Assembly feeling very 
proud to have been a part of this process.  I ask 
that everyone think about young people in our 
community and how we can get them to church and 
learn about what God can do for them.   
 

Thank you all for the privilege to serve and repre-
sent our church for the two-day assembly.  I en-
joyed everything I learned”. 
 

Council Highlights 
 

The Congregation Council met on June 12 for a 
regular monthly meeting.  In business, they: 

 finished reviewing and updating the Council/ 
Congregational Policies; 

 agreed we should have a farewell event for 
AIM Barb Tobiason in September or early Oc-
tober; 

 voted to participate in the Synod/ ELCA Cam-
paign in the fall with our emphases to raise 
funds for the Anamosa Prison Ministry and 
Synod Fund for Leaders (seminary scholar-
ships); 

 heard the following Treasurer’s report: 
Balance 4/30/16 $11,672.74 
May Income  9,502.16 
May Expenses 8,146.14 
Balance 5/31/16 $13,028.76 

Items Needed for VBS 
 

 Any kind of boxed or homemade cookies 
and crackers 

 Salad dressing/ ketchup bottles or peanut 
butter-type jars  (glass or plastic) 

 Rolls of masking tape-any width 

 Gummy Fish/Sharks Fruit Snacks, any size 
bags of animals that live in water 

 Bottled Water-Juice Boxes/Bags-Bottled 
Juice & Cups 

 Napkins-Paper Towels 
  
Please contact Bev Brauer (563-357-7191 or 678-
2738) if you can help with snacks 1 or 2 days.  See 
page 1 for dates and times. 

 
July Birthdays 

 

   3 Kathy Snyder,  
            Charlotte Ihns 
   4 Leta Dunt 
    7 Kirk Snyder  
    8 Eleanor Christensen 
     13   Kolton Novak 
     15  Marvel Hamann  

16 Diana Ihns 
18 Jerimiah Christiansen 
21   Landon Hicks 

     27   Cornell Dunt 
     29 Bob Hendrickson 

     29 Riley Christiansen  

 
July Anniversaries 

 

  
  8     Katie and Jason Thompson 
 10   Kindy and RayPaul Nissen 
 22 Barb and Glenn Tobiason 
 28  Jill and Gene Suthers 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:%28563-357-7191


 

Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
 

Joan Kleppe, Scott Doll 
 
Ushers: 
 

Roger Kleppe, Bill Pithan 
 
 

 

Lectors: 
 

  3-    Madge White 
10-    Brent Ihns 
17-    Jessica Ihns 
24-    Connie Kleppe 
31-    Jone Paarmann 
 
Communion Servers: 
 

  3-    Ellen Pithan, Eleanor Sheldon 
24-    Tim Thiede, Deanne Bennett 
 
Bread Maker:  Deanne Bennett 

 
Altar Care: Elenor Bentrott 
 
Communion Set Up/Clean Up:  Marlene Hicks 
 
Tellers:  Tim Thiede, Joan Kleppe 
 
Fellowship Servers:  
 

  3-   Coffee On ~ Bring Treat to Share 
10-   Kathy Becker, Kelly Doll, Joan              
        Kleppe 
17-   NO FELLOWSHIP ~  Rustic Days     
        Ecumenical 
24-   Ellen Pithan, Betty Rehmke,  
        Stella Franck, Jill Suthers  
31-   Sue Zeller, Debra Christiansen,       
        Madge White 
 

 

BWELCA Hilites 
 
Thanks to the BWELCA board for planning and 
serving the annual Community Coffee on June 16th 
and to the Ice Cream Social Committee of Jone 
Paarmann, Marlene Hicks and Deb Christiansen for 
planning and organizing that event.  

 
Joint Bible Study led by AIM, Barb 
Tobiason will be held at her home 
on Wednesday, July 13 starting at 
6:30 p.m. Please bring a snack to 
share with the group. 

 
 
Next BWELCA Board Meeting, Tuesday, July 5 at 
6:00 p.m. Final plans for the Rustic Days Ecumeni-
cal Coffee will be made. 

 
 

College Scholarships 
 

Scholarship applications for all Bethlehem college students are available in the church office.  All students who 
plan to enroll in college during the 2016 - 2017 school terms must complete an application and return it to the 
office on or before August 1, 2016.  Students must be confirmed members of Bethlehem and must maintain 
academic eligibility.  Scholarship money will be sent directly to your college at the beginning of each semester.   
 

Note to current juniors, who will be high school seniors in August – if you anticipate that you might 
graduate early and begin college early, you should apply for a scholarship before August 1.  
 



 

 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
1 

 
2 

 

3 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship  
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

4 

 
5 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

6 

 
7 
 

8 
 

9 

  

10 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

11 
 

12 

Council  at Pastor’s 
Home                 6 PM 
 

13 
Joint Bible Study at 
AIM Barb’s Home      
                      6:30 PM 

14   
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Rustic Days  
Ecumenical Worship 
at UPC          9:30 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

18 
Newsletter Items Due 
 

19 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

20 
 

21 
Christian Health 
Ministries Board Mtg. 
at BLC           6:30 PM 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship    9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

25 
 

26 
 

27 

 
28 
 

28 
 

30 

  31 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

 
 

 
    

 
2016 

July 



 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
403 Pleasant Street 
Lost Nation, Iowa 52254 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

July 2016 

Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Emergency 563-447-0652 
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

Pastoral Associate  Barb Tobiason 
  563-487-2116 

  AIM@bethlehemln.com 
 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Tues 
 Phone 678-2302 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Worship 8:45 a.m. 

Fellowship 9:45 a.m.   

 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 If you need to enter the church and do not have a key, 

always call ahead to be certain he or someone is here. 


