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Annual Congregation Meeting  
Sunday, January 24, 9:40 a.m. 

(immediately following worship) 
 

At this meeting, the congrega-
tion will: 

 elect Council members ( 3 
new members will be elect-
ed to three-year terms)  

 elect Endowment Commit-
tee member (2 persons will be elected) 

 approve congregation budget for 2016 
 

If you have other business to come before the con-
gregation, talk to a Council member or Pastor Lar-
son for inclusion on the agenda.   
 

All reports need to be in the office by January 6.  
 

(If worship is cancelled because of the weather, the 
meeting will be one week later, with this serving as 
the official notification.) 

 
 

About Cancellations? 
 

Will there be worship or not?  When the weather is 
questionable, early on Sunday mornings, Pastor 
wakes up, looks out the window and if necessary 
gets in his car and drives down the 
road – if possible – and prayer-
fully ponders whether or not 
there should be worship.  
When he gets home, he calls 
the congregation presidents 
and together they decide.   
 

If there is not going to be worship, Pastor will call 
KMAQ (1320 AM, 95.1 FM) in Maquoketa and they 
will announce it.  Also a telephone chain will begin 
that will notify Council members, people involved in 
worship, people involved in Sunday school, fellow-
ship servers and the like.  If you get a phone call or 
message let your friends, relatives and neighbors 
know.  If in doubt, call the church or another mem-
ber before you start out.  While worship is an im-
portant part of the week for all of us, do not en-
danger your health of safety.   

Treating the Pantries for 32 Years 
 

Thrivent Financial, West Clinton County Chapter 
recently finished its 32nd and final “Treat the Pan-
tries” campaign.  7 area Lutheran congregations 
contributed $2,194.62 and Thrivent added 
$1000.00.  Local food pantries each received 
$798.65.  Local pantry recipients are the Lost Na-
tion Food Pantry, the Carroll Assistance Center, 
Wheatland, The Referral 
and Services Center, 
Dewitt, and the Elvira Food 
Pantry.  Bethlehem’s con-
tribution this year was 
$206.62.   
 

In 32 years, “Treat the Pantries” has contributed 
$169,725.00 to these pantries, with contributions 
from congregations and from Thrivent (Lutheran 
Brotherhood, prior to 2003). 
 

This year marks the end of this long-running cam-
paign.  Thrivent has been restructuring how its 
members channel fraternal funds.  Thrivent Finan-
cial is a fraternal fi-
nancial services com-
pany not affiliated with our denomination, but histor-
ically has served Lutheran families.  As a fraternal 
company, it pays no taxes but is required by law to 
contribute a percentage of its profits to charitable 
causes.  Thrivent works hard to let its members 
have input in how to distribute these funds.  Its cur-
rent philosophy works to tie funds to charitable ac-
tivities.  Any member can access funding to assist 
with such an activity.  Members can learn about this 
from their financial associate.      

 

Quilting Resumes 
 

The Community Quilters will begin quilting on Mon-
day, January 4 from 8:30 am - 3:30 pm. A noon 
potluck is planned each week. All are invited to join 

them for fun, food, and fellowship. 
There are lots of quilt tops ready to 
go.  Quilters, and anyone else who 
can wield a scissors, is invited to 
come for an hour or two or all day.  
Persons interested in learning to 

quilt will find many teachers.   



Why Do We Have Offering Envelopes? 
 

Offering envelopes have been around for a long 
time.  At one time congregations assessed dues, to 
pay for annual expenses.  Each family was ex-

pected to provide 
a fixed sum of 
money or a load of 
firewood each 
year.  Envelopes 
were a way to 
keep track of who 

had paid their dues.  In some congregations, mem-
bers’ names and contributions were published an-
nually as an “incentive” for everyone “to do their 
share”.   
 

Today a primary reason for recording gifts is to pro-
vide a legal record for members who choose to 
itemize charitable contributions for tax purposes.  
An annual statement from the recipient organization 
is the best documentation (perhaps the only docu-
mentation) accepted by the IRS as proof of one’s 
contribution.  One does not need “proof” when one 
files.  But proof is needed if one is ever audited.   
 

Another reason for envelopes is to provide a record 
of members’ giving so members can be reminded 
of their contributions.  An effort will be made in the 
future to provide semi-annual reports so a member 
can see how he or she is doing towards reaching 
one’s goals.   
 

A record of annual giving can be helpful in predict-
ing and planning for the future.  In this case, it is 
helpful to know a certain number of families give in 
a certain range, and as those numbers change over 
time, it reflects certain trends.  In this case, no 
names need to be attached to the amounts. 
 

Sharing offerings are spiritual acts.  Our giving re-
flects our spiritual health.  Some pastors periodical-
ly wish to check on member giving to assess mem-
bers’ spiritual health.  Often a sudden change in a 
member’s giving can indicate a problem a pastor 
may wish to know about.  Some pastors arrange 
with the financial secretary to notify him or her of 
sudden changes.  Pastor Keith reports that in his 
years as a pastor, he has, from time to time, re-
viewed giving records, but generally prefers not to 
know what members give, trusting that each has 
prayerfully considered how to share with God 
through the congregation to the best of each one’s 
ability.   

 

Helping Our Financial Secretary and Tellers 
 

Each week after worship, two volunteers gather in 
the office and open offering envelopes, tally gifts 
and deposit our offering in the bank.  They also 
bundle up the envelopes and pass 
them on to our financial secretary 
who records individual gifts.  See 
the article, “Why Do We Have 
Offering Envelopes?” 
 

You can help everyone do their job more 
accurately and quickly if you: 

1. Use your envelopes 
2. Write the amount of your contribution on 

the envelope  
3. Write your name on the envelope  

 

Also dispose of past year’s envelopes – NOW! 
Numbers change each year  
 

These three things will help the volunteers do their 
jobs more quickly and with more accuracy.  Espe-
cially if you will be using your annual statement of 
giving for tax purposes, it is very important to in-
sure the accuracy of your report.   
 

Council News 
 

Bethlehem Congregation Council met for its regular 
meeting on December 16. In business the Council: 

 nominated persons to serve on an auditing 
committee; 

 worked on a budget for 2016 to be presented at 
the Annual meeting; 

 approved a plan to replace 
lighting in sanctuary an-
nex, accepting the bid of 
Reliable Data and Electri-
cal; 

 approved Dean Koch to pro-
vide snow removal; 

 discussed possible people who would be good 
candidates for Financial Secretary to replace 
Jerimiah Christiansen who is completing a term; 

 heard the following Treasurer’s report: 
Balance 10/31/15 $  1,089.43 
Nov income 10,467.87 * 
Nov Expense 9,178.22 
Balance 11/30/14 $  2,542.33 

 

*     It should be noted that $1500 of November in-
come came from the “rainy day fund” to help the 
bookkeeper with cash flow.   



Pastoral Pondering 
by Pastor Keith Larson 

 

My cell phone rang about noon on a Monday morning.  My phone showed the call was from my 
parents.  That always raises my pulse.  They do not usually call my cell phone in the middle of 
the day just to chat.  Dad said he had Mom at the emergency room, that she had been having 
trouble getting words out all weekend.  They did some tests and said she needed another one, 
but the machine was broken and come back on Wednesday for that test and see her family doc-
tor on Tuesday.  (Thank God for local small town hospitals, but they also do have their limits 
when important machines break down.)   
 

I got to my parents’ home Monday evening.  It is certainly disorienting when one’s mother could 
not get the words of a sentence out. After a visit to her family doctor the next morning, it was 
decided she should go to Gunderson Hospital in La Crosse.  It necessitated an ambulance ride 
for her.  Off and on during the day, and by evening she pretty much seemed her normal self.   
Staff did determine that she had had a stroke, but when the actual event happened is unclear.  
Her days in the hospital went quite well and she came home Friday.  At home, sometimes 
things go very well, as if nothing has happened.  At other times she has serious enough issues, 
it is not clear whether she can remain home and care for herself with Dad’s help.   
 

For over 34 years, I have been with church members and families in hospitals, before and after 
surgeries, after strokes, heart attacks, accidents, and even at the time of someone’s death.  But 
this last week, I realized things were very different when dealing with my own family. It was 
much harder to think clearly and rationally.  I have always heard that one cannot be a physician 
for one’s family, and it seems, at least for me, I cannot be a pastor for my own family.   
 

I am all the more grateful for all of the caregivers in all of our communities who provide invalua-
ble ministries in their daily work.  At a time when my mother was as distressed as I have ever 
seen her, after being whisked off to the emergency room to get ready for an ambulance ride, I 
am so grateful for my cousin, a surgical nurse at the local hospital, who was able to provide her 
comfort and assurance in a way Dad and I couldn’t.  
 

In the same way I have seen many of you provide incredible ministries in our community as you 
provide love, comfort, care and support as you serve as EMT’s, as you work in hospitals and 
care centers, school classrooms and day care centers.  You provide wonderful ministries as you 
go about your work, your professions in a way that demonstrates God’s love and care, as you 
care for your land and livestock, as you care lovingly for clients, customers, and co-workers.   
  

We have a concept in our faith called the priesthood of all believers or ministry in daily life.  We 
say we are all priests or ministers.  We talk about it, but we do not celebrate it so much, nor do 
we develop or encourage it so much.  But that is what we are about as Christians.  Too often we 
think of our ministries are what we do at church – teaching Sunday school, working at the food 
pantry, organizing funeral dinners, serving as an officer or leader.  Those are important tasks.   
 

However, our real ministries happen in our homes, in our workplaces, in our volunteer organiza-
tions.  That is why, in part, we gather weekly with other Christians – to be strengthened for our 
tasks as ministers and servants in daily life – caring for those around us as Christ Jesus cared 
for those around him.   We are ministers of Christ when we teach our children to be generous or 
caring or to trust God.  We are ministers when we treat our co-workers or neighbors with love 
and care even if they are not nice and do not deserve it.  We are ministers when we are fair, just 
and generous in our business dealings. 
 

This is part of what we have celebrated this season of Christmas – that God’s love was born in 
human form, in Jesus.  But we also celebrate that Christmas happens again and again, as God 
and God’s love is born in you and me, in the loving and caring words and deeds we all share. 
 

Thank you all for the ministries you all do each and every day.  Thanks for the ways you minis-
ter to me and with me.  Thanks for the privilege I have of being allowed into the intimate parts of 
your lives in so many ways.  And, not least of all, thank you for the many gifts you have shared 
with me this Christmas and always.  



Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
Scott Doll, Tim Thiede 
 
Ushers: 
Jerry Kapinski, Connie Kleppe 

 
Lectors: 
  3-    Connie Kleppe 
10-    Jone Paarmann 
17-    Ellen Pithan  
24-    Tim Thiede 
31-     Madge White 
 
Communion Servers: 
  3-    Ellen Pithan, Joan Kleppe 
10-    Jill Suthers, Rochelle Busch 
17-    Deanne Bennett, Kelly Doll 
 
Bread Maker:   
Deanne Bennett 
 
 

Altar Care:  
Deanne Bennett 
 

Tellers:  Jone Paarmann, Scott Doll 
 
SPARKS LEADER:  
All month – Kelly Doll  
  
Fellowship Servers:  
 

  3-   Coffee On… Bring a treat to share.. 
10-   Ellen Pithan, Betty Rehmke, Stella         
        Franck, Jill Suthers 
17-   Sue Zeller, Debra Christiansen,   
        Madge White 
24-   Rochelle Busch, Darla and Meagan      
         Fields, Marlene Hicks 
31-   Coffee On… Bring a treat to share.. 

 

BWELCA Hilites 
 

Quilting Resumes 
 

The Community Quilters will begin 
quilting on Monday, January 4,  
from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.. A noon 
potluck is planned. Please join us 
for fun-food-fellowship. We have a 
lot of material and quilt tops ready to 
go.  Quilters, and anyone else who 
can wield a scissors, is invited to 

come for an hour or two or all day.  See you there. 

 

BWELCA Board Meeting: Tuesday January 5 at 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Next in Line to Serve: Eve Circle 
 
BWELCA Booklets can be picked up 
from the table in the narthex.  If you 
can’t get to the church, just call the of-
fice and we will get one to you. 

 

Sparks 
 
There is a sign-up sheet outside 
the Sunday school room to help 
activate our little ones faith..  
Sign up today!! 

 

Birthdays 
 

 5   Annavey, Drew Gruenwald    
 8   Alex Suthers 
12  Josie Petersen 

15  Raymond Dosland 

 16  Josh Holtz,  

       Hallie Gruenwald 

 17 Hannah Gruenwald 

 19 Mari Merrick     

22   Trisha Feuss 

 23 Katie Fields 

27  Kaylin Novak 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

  
22  Herold and Betty Rehmke 
27  Melissa and Cameron Ford

CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 101 
Paul’s letters to the Philippians 

By Phyllis Kersten and E. Loise Williams 
 

Confidence in God’s  

Beginnings and Endings 
 

January Joint Circle Meeting 
 

Saturday, January 9 at 9 AM 
H/L: Ellen Pithan 
Jone Paarmann 

All are welcome to join any circle 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
1 2 

 

3 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 

4 
Quilting Starts 
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Noon Potluck 
Girl Scouts  
                3:30 -  6 PM 

5 
BWELCA Bd.     6 PM 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

6 
Confirmation 6:15 PM 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

Bethlehem/ Eve Joint 
Circle                9 AM 
H/L:Ellen Pithan and 
Jone Paarmann 

10 
Holy Communion                     
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 

11 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Noon Potluck 

12 

 

13 
Confirmation 6:15 PM 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
  

17 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Annual Mtg.  9:40 AM 
Council Mtg. 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 

18 
Newsletter Items Due 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Girl Scouts  
                3:30 -  6 PM 

19 
Parish Health Nurse 
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

20 
Confirmation 6:15 PM 
 

21 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 

25 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
 

26 
 

27 
Confirmation 6:15 PM 

 

28 29 
 

30 

31 

   

 

 
 

 
    

2016 

January 
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403 Pleasant Street 
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January 2016 

Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Emergency 563-447-0652 
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

Pastoral Associate  Barb Tobiason 
  563-487-2116 

  AIM@bethlehemln.com 
 
 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.  
  1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
 Phone 678-2302 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  
Worship 8:45 

Fellowship and  
Sparks Sunday School Following 

 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain he or someone 

is here. 
 

 
 


