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Living Waters Baptist to Worship at BLC 
 

Living Waters Baptist Church will worship in the 
living room of Bethlehem’s parsonage, beginning 

January 31.  Their interim Pastor 
Matt Read said that they would 
like to use Bethlehem’s space 
temporarily until they call their 
own pastor, who will help them 

determine a more permanent 
home for their future.  Currently they worship on 
Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Council Elected 
 

The Annual Congregation meeting was held on 
Sunday, January 24.  Marlene Hicks, Tom Gerdes, 
and Deb Christiansen were elected to 3-year terms 
on the congregation Council.  Warren Ihns and 
Jone Paarmann were elected to a 3-year term on 
the Endowment Committee and Elenor Bentrott 
was re-elected to a second 3-year term.  The 
Council met immediately following to organize.  The 
following officers were elected: Tom Gerdes, Presi-
dent; Deb Christiansen, Vice-President; Al 
Schroeder, Secretary; Marlene Hicks, Asst. Secre-
tary; Jim Holtz, Treasurer. 
 
 

 

You’re Invited 

 
 

To:   Bethlehem Lutheran’s 

Annual Friendship Party 
When: Sunday February 14 @ 5:30 pm 

Where:   Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Lost Nation  
Why:   To share Food, Fun and  

Fellowship 

Childcare Provided 

Call 678-2301 to sign up. 

Lent Begins 
  

Lent, the most significant time in the year for Chris-
tians begins February 10 with Ash Wednesday.  
Lent lasts for 40 days (plus Sundays) and ends as 
Easter dawns.  Lent traditionally was a time when 
people prepared for Baptism.  Today it is a time for 

already baptized Christians to 
take personal stock of their spir-

itual lives and to recommit them-
selves to discipleship.   
 

This time of reflection and renewal be-
gins on Ash Wednesday.  On Ash 
Wednesday, we remember that we fall 
short of God’s expectations, that really 

we frail fragile creatures – like dust.  Ash Wednes-
day calls us to the ancient traditional disciplines of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving (charity).   
 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
Wednesday, February 10 

at Bethlehem 10:30 a.m. 
at St. Mark, Oxford Junction 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

Midweek Soup, Learning and 
Worship 

 At Bethlehem 
Beginning February 17 

 

Supper served from 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Worship and Learning at 7:00 p.m. 

(done by 7:40) 
 

I Believe in…the Holy catholic Church 
God through the Holy Spirit has gathered a Church 
but denominations and congregations are human 
institutions.  They have always been evolving with 
the times.  Christendom is undergoing revolutionary 
transformation.  In the midst of it, congregations are 
struggling to find a way forward.  During our Lenten 
learning time we hear about changes happening in 
our world, look at models for ministry that are evolv-
ing, and consider healthy ways of being a congre-
gation together.  Weekly topics are being devel-
oped.   



Pastoral Pondering 
 by Pastor Keith Larson 
 

Part 1 
I hopped in my car this past week and drove two hours “back home” to visit briefly with Mike and 
his family.  Mike grew up on the next road over.  We went to Sunday school, junior high and 
high school together and were confirmed together.  We pretty much lost track of each other after 
graduation, until we both started attending class reunions and then connected on Facebook.  
Last spring when I attended a preaching conference in Denver, I stayed with Mike and Judy the 
night before the event.   
 

Mike, Judy and their son Chad were visiting his sister who lives near Gunder, and asked me to 
stop by.  Also at his sister’s house that afternoon were a brother and his sister’s pastor.  Mike 
wanted us all together so we could talk about his funeral.  A year ago he began treatment for 
lung cancer.  When I visited in his home in May, he thought he about had it licked.  The chemo-
therapy had reduced the cancer to almost zero.  But this fall cancer came raging back all over.  
He and Judy decided he would cease treatment.  They made this last trip, well, the next to the 
last trip, back to Iowa to visit family and make funeral plans.  When he gets home to Colorado 
he will begin Hospice care.  The prayers of his family and friends are that his time yet on earth 
will be short as he is very weak and tired and in considerable pain. 
 

In two weeks we will celebrate the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday.  During worship on 
that day, all who present themselves can have ashes imposed on their foreheads and here the 
words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  Those are sobering words.  
Many years ago, as a new young pastor, I nearly “lost it” as a young couple came forward with 
their almost newborn, who I had just baptized the Sunday before.  I am not sure I could have 
made that cross and spoken those words, if I had not just a few days earlier made a cross, not 
with ashes but with oil and declared, “Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever”.   
 

Lent, like all of life, is a time to remember that we are human, that we are finite, and that our life 
on earth has limits.  It is a time when we remember our shortcomings, but at the same time, 
Lent is a call to attend to things that are life enriching and sustaining.   Mike knows his days are 
numbered and he has only a few weeks or days to take care of things that need to be taken 
care of.  But really, Lent is a reminder that we are all like Mike. Our days are numbered, and 
each day we need to take care of business so that we can live our days God has for us with as 
much fullness and wholeness as God would have us enjoy.   
 

Part 2 
Some days are full of so much variety and wonder.  As I was leaving the area to visit Mike, I 
stopped in Onslow to drop off keys to our parsonage with Pastor Reed.  I am so excited that we 
and the people of Living Waters can be partners of sorts, that we can work together.  I have al-
ways contended that it is both good and necessary that Christians and Christian congregations 
find ways to cooperate.  I am not so naïve that I do not recognize there are some very large dif-
ferences among Christians.  I am sure I could find plenty of doctrinal and biblical things I could 
most vehemently argue with Baptists about.  But I also am convinced there are many ways to 
worship and serve God.   There usually is room in our world for all of us to do it in our own 
ways.   
 

This past week I was overjoyed to hear that Pope Francis will attend and participate in an event 
next year in Sweden to commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran reformation and the 
establishment of the Lutheran World Federation.  Additionally, Pope Francis has made com-
ments and taken actions that lead me to be hopeful that in my lifetime, Lutherans and Roman 
Catholics may at least begin to gather around God’s table and share communion with one an-
other.   
 



 

Pastors, AIMs, and Diaconal Ministers 
 

We have a variety of ministers in our ELCA.   
 

We have always had pastors. We call pastors min-
isters of Word and Sacrament.  Pastors are set 
aside (ordained) by the church for making sure the 
Word of God is proclaimed and the Sacraments 
administered.  In our ELCA pastors usually have a 
Masters of Divinity degree, which is 4 years beyond 
college.  Besides successful completion of that de-
gree, persons seeking to be pastors must be ap-
proved by the candidacy committee of their synod 
which considers each candidate’s physical, spiritual 
and psychological health.  And finally, in order to 
become a pastor and remain a pastor, an individual 
must have a call to serve from a congregation or 
institution of the church.   
 
At Bethlehem and St. Mark we first became familiar 
with Associates in Ministry (AIM’s for short) when 
Barb Tobiason began working for the congrega-
tions.  We have had these kinds of ministers for a 
couple of generations.  In the past they were called 
parish workers, youth ministers, education minis-
ters, church administrators and the like.  When the 
ELCA came into being, these all became AIM’s.  
AIM’s have either BA’s or MA’s in Theology and 
can serve in a variety ways in congregations, de-
pending on training, but do not preside at the sac-
raments.  Again to be an Associate in Ministry one 
must be approved by a candidacy committee and 
must have a call from a congregation in order to be 
“commissioned,” and remain on the “roster.”   
 

Diaconal ministers are newer kinds of ministers.  
While pastors and AIMs serve primarily in congre-
gational based ministries, diaconal ministers serve 
in public institutions as ministers of word and ser-
vice.  Diaconal ministers have Masters of Arts in  
Theology degrees and must be approved by candi-
dacy committees and have a call to serve in some 
agency or institution.  Diaconal ministers have been 
trailblazers, sometimes “inventing” their ministries 
serving as physicians, social workers and chaplains 
on behalf of their congregations and the Church.   
 

Heidi Larson, wife of pastor’s son Samuel, will be 
consecrated as a diaconal minister by Bishop  
Burk on February 27, at their home congregation, 
Faith Lutheran, Clive, Iowa.  She has been called 
by the Southeastern Iowa Synod to serve as Grief 
Coordinator for Unity Point Hospice in Des Moines.   
  
 
 

Summer Camp Planning Already! 
 

Brochures and registration 
forms for EWALU Bible Camp 
summer programs have ar-
rived in the office.  It’s not too 
early to register.  Lowest rates 
are in effect until February 29.  

Or go online to www.ewalu.org.  Camp is available 
for kids of all ages from mini-camp (for kids finish-
ing 2nd grade) through high school.  Adults can 
even register to be a camp “grandparent.” 
 

 
Annual Statement of Contributions Enclosed 
 

Your annual statements of contributions to Bethle-
hem Lutheran are enclosed.  If you need them for 
tax purposes be sure to look for them.  If you re-
ceive The Bethlehem Star electronically, your 
statements will be available to be picked up at 
church on Sunday, January 31, and if not picked up 
then, they will be mailed shortly thereafter.   
 

February Birthdays 

 
       6   Pat Hansen 

  8   Ryne Gruenwald,  
       AJ Schroeder 
  9   Betty Rehmke 
11   Ed Sheldon 
12   Corynn Bennett 

     13   Darla Fields, Callie Petersen 
     15 Ruby Ketchum 
     20 Teddy Koch 
     22 Jenna Holtz, Clara Ihns 
     23 Becky Ihns-Petersen          
       
February Anniversaries 

 
      8    Joan and Bruce Von Sprecken 
 

Annual Cheer Brunch 

Saturday, Feb 6 

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

Speaker Madge White 

Highlights her trip to Cuba 

http://www.ewalu.org/


 

 

January Joint Circle Meeting 
 

CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 101 
 

Paul’s letters to the Philippians 
By Phyllis Kersten and E. Loise Williams  

Servant – shaped soldiers  
 

 Saturday, February 13 at 9:00 a.m. 
Hostess/Leader:  

Connie Kleppe, Rochelle Busch 
 

All are Welcome 

Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
Rochelle Busch, Tom Gerdes 
 

Ushers: 
Diana Ihns, Connie 
Kleppe 
 

Lectors 
  7-    Deanne Bennett 
14-    Brent Ihns 
21-    Jessica Ihns  
28-    Jone Paarmann 
 

Communion Servers: 
  2-    Scott Doll, Tom Gerdes 
21-    Darrel Hicks, Brent Ihns 
 

Bread Maker:  Tim Thiede 
 
 

Altar Care: Sue Zeller 
 

Tellers:  Deanne Bennett, Bill Pithan 
 

SPARKS LEADERS: 7, 14: Kelly Doll,   
21, 28: Jessica Ihns   
 

Fellowship Servers:  
  7-   Joyce Feuss, Kathy Duffey, Donna       
   Dosland  
14-   Friendship Party No Fellowship 
21-   Diana Ihns, Becky Petersen, Carol   

        Kapinski  
28-   Coffee on..  Bring Treat to Share..  
 

 
TELLERS: Please see Deanne for possible meet-
ing of all or information to update the way we  
document the offerings each week.. 

BWELCA HILITES 
 

Quilting: continues on Mondays from 
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 .m.  Please join us for 
a few hours or all day.  A noon potluck 
will take place. 
 
Cheer Brunch: The BWELCA board will be hosting 
their annual Cheer Brunch on Sat. Feb. 6 at 9:00 
a.m. Following a delicious brunch of egg casserole, 
rolls and coffee, Madge White will be sharing high-
lights from her trip to Cuba.  Please plan to attend.  
Cuba is also our featured country for the World Day 
of Prayer. 
 
Friendship Party:  Plans are for our annual 

Friendship Party on Sunday, Feb. 14 from 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.  A signup sheet will be 
posted, so plan to attend and bring a friend.  
Babysitting will be provided. 
 
Mission Project:  Check out the table in the 

back for the display and lists of needs for the Baby 
Care and Personal Care Kits.  We will be packing 
baby care kits on Wednesday, February 17 and the 
personal care kits on Wednesday, March 16.  
There are lists on the table, if you would like us to 
do the shopping for you just contact Connie or Ro-
chelle and they would be happy to help you.   
 

Baby Care Kit Needs: 
 

100 (4-5 oz.) bars of Ivory soap 
44 Hand towels 

 
Personal Care Kit Needs: 

 

44 toothbrushes 
48 Bath sized towels (52x27) 

36 Nail clippers with/without file 
92 (4-5 oz.) Bars of any brand soap 

50 Sturdy combs (wide tooth preferred) 
 
Hope Cluster Movie Night:  Join us at Wayne Zi-
on Lutheran Church on Monticello on 
Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 p.m. for the 
showing of “Miss Representation” This 
movie was shown at the 8th Triennial.  
There will be a discussion following the 
movie.  Bring a snack to share.  If you want 
to carpool see  
 

Next in line to serve:  Eve Circle 
 

BWELCA Board Meeting:  March 1 at 6:00 p.m. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Noon Potluck 
Girl Scouts  
                3:30 -  6 PM 

2 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

3 
Confirmation 6:15 PM 

 

4 
Hope Cluster 
Movie Night 
Wayne Zion in 
Monticello 
                      7:00 PM 

5 6 
Cheer Brunch  
               9-10:30 AM 

7 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

8 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Noon Potluck 

 

9 
Council          6:15 PM 

10 
Ash Wednesday 

Worship 
Bethlehem   10:30 AM 
St. Mark’s           7 PM 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

Bethlehem/ Eve Joint 
Circle                9 AM 
H/L:Connie Kleppe, 
Rochelle Busch 

14 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks          9:45 AM 
Friendship Party  
                     5:30 PM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

15 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Noon Potluck 
Girl Scouts  
                3:30 -  6 PM 

16 

Parish Health Nurse 
            9:00-10:30 AM 

 

17 
Midweek Lenten 
Soup Supper 
                   6-6:45 PM 
Learning/Worship 
                           7 PM 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
  

21 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

22 
Newsletter Items Due 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
 

23 
 

24 
Midweek Lenten 
Soup Supper 
                   6-6:45 PM 
Learning/Worship 
                           7 PM 

25 

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship        
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

29 
Quilting  
     8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
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Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Emergency 563-447-0652 
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

Pastoral Associate  Barb Tobiason 
  563-487-2116 

  AIM@bethlehemln.com 
 
 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.  
  1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
 Phone 678-2302 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  
Worship 8:45 

Fellowship and  
Sparks Sunday School Following 

 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain he or someone 

is here. 
 

 


