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Christmas Eve 
Carols, Communion and Candlelight 

4:00 p.m. St. Mark 
6:00 p.m. Bethlehem 

 

Christmas Day 
Holy Communion 

8:45 a.m. Bethlehem 

 

 

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 20                                                                                                                        

 
The Sunday School children will 
be having their Christmas pro-
gram, "Christmas Store Window," 
on Friday, December 23 at 6:30. 
Many great Christmas carols are 
included in the program and we 
need all voices to help us cele-
brate the message. Please mark 
your calendars. A potluck will pro-
ceed the program beginning at 
5:30. Please bring a dish to share. 
Any children interested in partici-

pating who have not already been contact-
ed, please talk to Jessica or Kelly. 

 

 
 

   Joint Circle Christmas Brunch 
 

     Join Bethlehem and Eve Circle 
 

             for a Brunch meal at 
 

                 The Pub Club on 
 

             Sunday, December 4 
 

               following fellowship. 
 

         Everyone Welcome 
 
 

Calling All Quilters 
 

Community Quilting begins 
Monday, January 8. 

 

Quilters will meet each week from 
8:30 – 3:30 through March.  Come 
every week; come once; stay all day; 
stay as long as you like; 
come to work; even 
come to watch or learn.  
We have a noon pot-
luck.  We would like to 

invite all those interested in this project 
to join us.  Invite your friends to come 
with you.  See you soon!! 
 

Release from Call 
 

Sunday Nov. 13  Pastor Larson was Released from 
Call by Council President Tom Gerdes.  Both AIM 
Barb and Pastor were presented with quilts from 
BWELCA and the Community Quilters.



 

Notes from your Interim Pastor 
 

I am Pastor Tom Reuss.  Reuss is a simple German name, but mispronounced by most non-Germans.  Think 
of me driving a Rolls Royce – and then remember that preachers seldom have that kind of money.  I have 
gone by “Pastor Tom” or “PT” for most of my 45 years in ministry. 
 

I grew up just outside of Janesville, Wisconsin, on a goat farm.  We milked 25-30 goats and sold the milk to 4 
dairies or stores in the area.  I graduated from Wartburg College with a major in Social Work.  It was always my 
plan to become a pastor.  In 1967 I married my first wife and enrolled at Wartburg Seminary.  Internship took 
me to Bismarck, ND.  (They know winter there!)  While in seminary, 2 sons were born. 
 

I was called to serve as pastor of Faith Lutheran in Miller, IA, and ordained in 1971.  My wife was diagnosed 
with Lupus while we were in Miller and died while I was in my second call, Central Lutheran in Des Moines. I 
remarried (Ginny) and served congregations in Atlantic, Keokuk, and Story City.  Ginny and I were blessed 
with two more children – both grown.  Our home is in Cedar Rapids. 
 

I have served as interim pastor for the last 6 years, most recently at Olin and Wyoming.  I have agreed with 
the Councils to serve half time, dividing my time between St. Mark and Bethlehem.  I will plan to be in the par-
ish on Wednesdays and teach confirmation at the usual time.  I will need to see what other day or part of a day 
works to be in the area.  Some work will be done from home.  I want to hold to some schedule so you can 
know when I am working and call or stop by.  My cell number is 515-290-2517. 
 

I serve at the pleasure of the Bishop and the Councils. Normally this is for a year or until a new pastor is called.  
 

May God bless you in this time of discerning the unique ministries to which God is calling you and seeking the 
pastoral leadership you will need. 
 

PT 

 
Seeking Call Committee 

 

The Congregational Council is asking for you to 
prayerfully consider volunteering to be a member 
on the Call Committee.  Please contact one of the 
council member or Deanne in the office if you are 
interested.  Please do so by December 14.   
 

Synod Council News 
 

On Saturday, September 17, the Synod Council 
met at the Synod Center for Ministry in Iowa City. 
Following opening worship, the Council welcomed 
and oriented new members since elections at the 
May 2016 Synod Assembly. During this time the 
Council discussed the conflict of interest statement, 
the synod’s mission and vision as well as other 
council expectations. The executive committee rec-
ommended and council approved the appointment 
of Pastor Barbara Hayden to an unexpired term in 
Conference 5 and the election of Pastor Ryan Cos 
grove to the Executive Committee of the coun-
cil.                                    continue to next column… 

The council also received and acted on: 
• Roster changes including; changes in call,  

ordinations, consecrations, interim ministry, 
calls to other synod, leave from call, and re-
tirements since the last meeting 

• Members to standing committee in the Finance 
Committee and Candidacy Committee 

• Approved the appointment of Lutheran Campus 
Ministry (ISU) board member 

• The Secretary’s Report, which included minutes 
from the 2016 Synod Assembly 

• The Bishop’s Report which highlighted staff up-
dates and an update on the Campaign for 
the Southeastern Iowa Synod 

• The Treasurer’s Report, which included year-to-
date financial information 

• The Vice President’s Report which highlighted 
the August 2016 Churchwide Assembly in-
cluded a video presentation 

• Preview of constitutional changes that were ap-
proved at the Churchwide Assembly 

An invitation to participate in the Oct. 6 anti-racism 
discussion at the Synod Center for Ministry 



 

 

Newsletter Note from Barb 
 

The day Steve Jobs died, I saw this quote from Dr. Seuss written on the window of an Apple Store.  It 
said, “Don’t cry because it’s over.  Smile because it happened.” 
 

Ok.  I didn’t do so well at the crying part.  I felt like I spent my last Sunday either crying or trying not to 
cry.  That is because I truly loved what I did for 15 plus years, and all of you with whom I did it.  I knew that I 
would miss all of you terribly.  You are some of the warmest and caring people I have ever known.  I wanted to 
memorize that last sight of you in worship, but it was too blurry. 
 

But I certainly will smile because it happened.  When I was in seminary, I never could have chosen two better 
congregations to be called to, but God knows what God is doing.  He put me in the midst of two fairly small but 
powerful places to do ministry.  You all know what it means to be Christ-centered and do ministry in your 
churches, your communities, and your world.  I stood in awe as you did ministry in daily life.  It was an absolute 
privilege to do ministry with you.  I know you have lots more ministry to do, and I will look forward to reading 
about it in the Newsletters.  
 

You are my church family.  It is humbling to be part of some of the most personal occasions in your 
lives.  These are extremely special times, and I treasure those moments, as we laughed and cried and cele-
brated and grieved together.    
 

Pastor Keith was a perfect colleague.  As I told him, I learned theology from seminary, but I learned pastoral 
care from Pastor Keith.  I can’t thank him enough for making this the opportunity of a lifetime.   
 

Thank you for my wonderful “Farewell and Godspeed” celebration and for all the gifts and remembranc-
es.  Everything was so special.  You made those 15 years the best years of my life.  There aren’t enough 
words in the English language to adequately say “thank you” for all you have done for me.  Know that I will hold 
you in my heart and prayers forever. 

                                                                        Love and blessings, Barb 
Council Highlights 

 

Bethlehem Congregation Council met for its regular 
meeting on November 8.  In 
business the Council: 

 Decided to seek volun-
teers to form a Call Committe; 

 Called Pastor Tom 
Reuss to be our Interim pastor 
– part time;   

 Living Waters Baptist 
Church will continue to use the 

parsonage; 

 Continued to work on the 2017 Budget; 

 Heard the following Treasurer’s report 
Balance 10/1/16           $ 9381.40 
Oct Income 7489.86 
Oct Expenses 8242.14 
Balance 10/29/16          $ 8629.12 

 

Time and Talent Sheets 
Very few time/talent sheets were turned in this 
year.  We will use the same list as last year unless 
you want to be taken off or choose new options.  
See Deanne.  Thank you to those who did get them 
to the office. 

Worship Assistants 
 

Greeters: 
Bill Pithan, Scott Doll 
 

Ushers: 
Enos Ihns,  
Dennis Kleppe 
 

Lectors: 
  4-    Madge White 
11 -   Brent Ihns 
18 -   Deanne Bennett  
25 -   Jessica Ihns 

 

Communion Servers: 
 

 4 -    Kelly Doll, Tom Gerdes 
18 -   Scott Doll, Darrel Hicks 
24 -   Jessica Ihns 
25 -   Marlene Hicks or Brent Ihns 
 

Bread Maker:  Deanne Bennett 
 

Altar Care: Diana Ihns 

Communion Set Up:  Connie Kleppe 
 

Tellers:  Jessica Ihns, Eleanor Sheldon 



 

Fellowship Servers:  
4 -   Kathy Becker, Kelly Doll, Jody Holtz, Joan      
        Kleppe 
11 -   Ellen Pithan, Betty Rehmke, Stella Franck, Jill     
         Suthers 
18 -   Sue Zeller, Deb Christiansen, Madge White 
25-   Christmas Day  NO FELLOWSHIP 
 

QUILTS AND KITS GO ABROAD 
 

This month Bethlehem Lutheran Church received 
tracker information on our gifts of quilts and kits.  In 
early summer, our quilts were distributed in Peru to 

villages, schools, hospitals and 
refugee camps.  Peruvians are 
the most vulnerable due to prox-
imity to disaster risk areas, lack of 
access to clean water and high 
unemployment rates.  Our quilts 
are reminders that they are not 

alone or forgotten. 
 

Bethlehem's Baby Care Kits departed the LWR 
warehouse on August 26, 2016, on their way to 
Thailand.  LWR'S partner in Thailand is The Border 
Consortium—a non-profit, non-governmental, hu-
manitarian relief and development agency.  It works 
with displaced persons of   Burma, responding to 
humanitarian needs.  Quilts and 
Baby Care Kits have been dis-
tributed to over 100,000 mem-
bers of under-served and vul-
nerable populations in 9 refugee 
camps in Burma.  These items 
provide a sense of security and 
will be invaluable during the cold 
winter months. 
 

Our Personal Care Kits went to Pakistan departing 
our warehouse on September 20, 2016.  These kits 

will be going to 7 districts and 5 
towns in Karachi, Sindh, Pakistan 
where most children face health 
and hygiene problems that affect 
their growth, reading, and learn-
ing skills.  Approximately 42,000 

children will be supported with this shipment. 
 

December Anniversaries 
 

  1   Marge and Don Long 
21   Joan and Dennis Kleppe 
 

 

December Birthdays 
 

1  Barb Tobiason 
2  Dana Zeller 

3  Ryne Smith, Lisa 
Gruenwald 

4  Marge Long 
5  Jeannette Schroeder 

6  Ryne Kleinsmith 
7  Carol Kapinski  

10  Tom Gruenwald 
12  Warren Ihns 
14  Tonya Miller 

14  Kassidy Schroeder 
15  Al Schroder 

16  Deanne Bennett 
17  Lynn Thiede 
22  Johann Ihns 

23  Jessica Ihns,  
           Kourtney Dennison 

26  Dale Rickels 
28  Hadley Dosland 

31  Jim Holtz  
 

Personal Care Kits 
 

Once again, this year, we 
will be gathering supplies for 
the Personal Care Kits and 
also the Baby Kits.  Your 
support of these projects is 
greatly appreciated.  We will be packing these kits 
during our mid-week Lenten services. 

 

Christmas Hymn Sing 
 

Starting on January 1 we will 
start with a Christmas Hymn 
Sing.  Pick out your favorite 
Christmas hymns, call out the 
name on the Sunday that they 
are announced.  Don’t be afraid 

to shout it out with JOY..  

 
Worship Assistants for January 1 

 

Greeters:  Tom Gerdes, Rochelle Busch 
Ushers:  Joan Kleppe, Roger Kleppe 
Lector:  Connie Kleppe 
Communion Servers: 
Connie Kleppe, Jone Paarmann 
Bread Maker:  Deanne Bennett 
Fellowship:   
New Year’s Day     NO FELLOWSHIP

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  

 
 
 

1 2 3 
 

4 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship  
                     9:45 AM 
Circles Brunch at Pub 
following worship 

5 

 
6 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

7 

 
8 
 

9 
 

10 

 

11 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
 

12 
 

13 

Council          6:15 PM 

 

14 
 

15  
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Holy Communion 
                     8:45 AM 
Sparks/Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 

 

19 

 
20 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Sunday School 

Program 

Potluck   5:30 PM 

Program 6:30 PM 

24 
Carols, 

Communion & 
Candlelight 

St. Mark   4 PM 
BLC          6 PM 

25 
Merry 
Christmas  
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
NO Fellowship        

26 
Newsletter Items Due 
 

27 

 
28 

 
29 
 

30 
 

31 

  

 

  

 
    

 

2016 

December  



 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
403 Pleasant Street 
Lost Nation, Iowa 52254 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2016 

Interim Pastor  Tom Reuss 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 515-290-2517 
  
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 
 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.  
  1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
 Phone 678-2302 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  
Worship 8:45 

Sparks/Fellowship Following 

 

Office Hours 
 

Secretary Hours: 
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 If you need to enter the church and do not have a 
key, always call ahead to be certain she or some-

one is here.

 
 
 

 
 


