
The Bethlehem Star 
Volume 15, Issue 8  August 2016

 

Special Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, August 28, 2016 

Immediately following worship  
(Approximately 9:40 a.m.) 

 

The purpose of this meeting will be to vote on the 
proposed 2016-17 Mission Endowment Budget 
published in this edition of the Star.  Two other 
items regarding the mission endowment fund will 
be voted on.  The agenda items are listed below.  
Items A and B. will be voted on by voice vote.  
There will be a written ballot for items C and D.  All 
items can be approved by a simple majority vote. 
 

A. Be it resolved that the Bethlehem Mission En-
dowment Fund be invested for 2 years at 1.5% 
with First Trust and Savings Bank, Lost Nation. 

 

B. Be it resolved the attached 2016-2017 budget 
by adopted. 

 

C. Be it resolved that the Bethlehem Mission En-
dowment Committee be authorized to transfer 
$20,000 of the current accumulated $26,500 
discretionary fund to the Fund principal.   

 

D. Be it resolved that By-law B.5 of the Bethle-
hem Mission Endowment By-laws be amended 
with the addition of the following paragraph: 

The Committee may authorize expenditure 
from the Discretionary Fund for grants, 
gifts, or donations of no more than $500 to 
any agency, institution, cause or appeal 
during the Fund’s fiscal year.  Expenditures 
between $501 and $1000 shall require ap-
proval of the Congregation Council.  Ex-
penditure amounts over $1000 shall be 
approved by the Congregation at an Annu-
al meeting or a specially called Congrega-
tion meeting.   
 

Background  In 2000, the congregation au-
thorized the Mission Endowment Committee to es-
tablish a discretionary fund into which unspent 
money from the Endowment Budget could be 
placed.  The committee has disbursed this money 
for unforeseen mission projects or requests as well 
as some regular “incidentals” (like annual flowers 
for Adrians’ gravesite, pizza for annual clean-up  

Cont. next column 

Special Meeting  continued from column 1 
 

day).   It has grown to approximately $26,500.  The 
resolution presented would direct the Endowment 
Committee to place $20,000 of that into the Fund 
principal.  It is good to have a little balance in this 
fund for cash flow during the year and for a few 
special unanticipated requests or needs. 
 

Two points of view exist regarding this.  1) By 
adding the $20,000, the Fund will continue to grow. 
Growth of the Fund insures additional funds will be 
available each year for dispersal.  If interest rates 
remain at the current 1.5%, adding $20,000 to the 
Fund will provide an extra $300.00 for disburse-
ment each year for perpetuity.  2) Others contend 
the Fund is large enough. If interest rates remain 
the same we will always have at least $10,000 to 
give away each year.   And there are plenty of mis-
sion opportunities today for that $20,000.   
 

These two viewpoints have been voiced in our con-
gregation since before the mission Endowment 
Fund was established and are voiced in many con-
gregations and organizations.  Both viewpoints are 
valid and could find justification biblically or theolog-
ically. If resolution C is not passed the Committee 
does not have plans for its expenditure, but may 
make recommendations or proposals. 
 

Resolution D is an amendment to the Mission Fund 
By-laws and puts limits on the size of gifts that may 
be made to any one organization or agency from 
the Endowment discretionary fund by the Endow-
ment Committee or Council.  If it is not passed the 
Endowment committee will continue to make deci-
sions but will be very aware of the importance to 
consult with at least the council before making large 
grants or gifts.   
 

 

College Scholarships 
 

Scholarship applications for all Bethlehem college 
students are available in the church office.  All 
students who plan to enroll in college during the 
2016 - 2017 school terms must complete an 
application and return it to the office on or before 
August 1, 2016.  Students must be confirmed 

members of Bethlehem. 

 



 

Pastoral Pondering 
by Pastor Keith Larson 

 

I grew up on a 1950 - 60’s farm, where we raised corn, oats, alfalfa, and sometimes sorghum and Sudan 
grass.  We milked cows, raised feeder pigs and purebred Duroc boars. We had layer hens, broilers, and a 
big garden.  On a diversified farm the schedules were as varied as the seasons.  We did not see as much 
of Dad in the planting and harvest seasons.  It seems like we baled hay all summer – our place, my un-
cle’s place, two grandparent’s farms and great-grandma’s farm and then second crop.  Oats harvest and 
county fair always seemed to coincide, but somehow we managed to have some days at the fair.  Dad 
worked to get the cows to “dry up” all about the same time so we could take a week’s vacation before 
school started and he would not need to hire someone to milk the cows.  Problem with that there would be 
no milk check when we got home from vacation.  There were busy seasons and then times when the work 
load was down a bit, but always something to do.  Unexpected snow days were always fun.  It sometimes 
took a little longer to get chores done, and there was snow to push and move, but we all could hang out 
around the house a bit and play cards or board games.  And once in a while there were emergencies, 
where we dropped everything, like when someone would holler, “The cows are out.” 
 

I never entertained the thought of being a farmer.  From junior high on, I leaned towards being a pastor.  
But I have seen lots of similarities between the jobs.  Both are nurturing jobs, where one does not see in-
stant results or finished products, but results show up sometimes after weeks, months or years or some-
times not at all.  Often I need to set my own schedule, knowing there are a certain number of visits, a cer-
tain number of classes, articles or projects in the next several weeks.  I need to always look ahead to the 
next season.  There are busier seasons like Advent-Christmas and Lent and especially Holy Week -Easter 
and down times with a more relaxed schedule.  And then there are emergencies.  Someone has been in 
an accident.  Someone is dying or just has died.   
 

I have no idea how many funerals I have conducted in 35 years – probably over 200.  Funerals always are 
necessarily time-consuming events.  Sometimes I spend time with the family while a family member is dy-
ing.  Sometimes I learn of a death afterwards but there is still time with the family dealing with the shock, 
and always some time to talk about details of the funeral.  Usually I spend some time with the family be-
fore or during a visitation or viewing and then the time at the funeral, burial and luncheon.  There are many 
hours in the office thinking about the funeral and sermon.  I may have done many dozens of funerals, but 
they are never routine, because they are such an important event for survivors.  Sometimes after funeral 
luncheons are over, I go home and take a nap.  A wise pastoral advisor I had for many years said that that 
was good.  Besides the many hours invested, he reminded me that I also need time to recover from my 
own grief.  And yes, many times, I feel more emotionally drained than anything.  Many of the people 
whose funerals I have presided at had become like friends or even family. 
 

Over the years I have been privileged to be with many families as they have waited together while a loved 
one is dying.  I have felt honored and humbled when my presence did not feel like an intrusion, but when I 
have been just one of the family and people freely and openly shared all their raw emotions of every kind.  
All that said, the number of times I have actually been with families at the moment of death have been few.  
And each one has been so very different.  Even as we live and act differently from one another so we 
each die in our own way.   
 

I have become very aware of both the fragility and the tenacity of life.  Life can end so suddenly and quick-
ly in the simplest or least likely accidents, in one’s sleep, or in the course of daily life.  On the other hand I 
have seen life persist for hours and days beyond what one would think to be impossible after life sustain-
ing procedures have stopped.  The apostle Paul reflects on this dilemma.  He was believed to suffer from 
some chronic condition and spent considerable time in a prison.  He prayed that Christ would be exalted 
whether by his life or by his death.  He said “I do not know which I prefer.  I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more nec-
essary” for his relationship with those around him. (Philippians 1:21-24).  As people of faith this struggle 
between life and death is really a wonderful gift. Yes the death of a loved one is a painful experience, but 
for the loved one both alternatives are indeed wonderful.  Paul also wrote “if we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s (Ro-
mans14: 8).



 

Death of Former Pastor’s Daughter 
 

Kathryn Pfeffer, 69, died in Texas in April. Her fu-
neral was held July 9 at Zion Lutheran, Castalia, 
Iowa.  She was the daughter of Walter Pfeffer, pas-
tor at Bethlehem from 1952-57. Her obituary is 
posted on the bulletin board. 
  

Transition Issues 
 

This is the second in a series of monthly articles re-
lated to times of pastoral transition 
  

Transition Issues - Unresolved Conflict 
 

“I am angry that he never visited me when... I was 
in the hospital… going through a divorce… after my 
mother died….etc..”  “After he told me… I never 
wanted to speak to him again”.  “I am so angry with 
him because he…” 
 

In over 14 years as your pastor, I am sure that 
someone is angry with me about something.  I am 
certain that I have said something, or done 
something, or not said or done something that has 
hurt someone’s feeling or been misconstrued or 
misunderstood.  But I do not know who or what.  If I 
have hurt or offended you in any way, and we have 
not talked about it, I would appreciate it if we could 
talk about it in the next few months.  You will not 
make me angry.  I may be sad that I was unaware 
of your hurt or pain.   
 

You might think that if the pastor is leaving it might 
be best just to let it be.   But the reality is that if we 
cannot talk about it, you will be doing a disservice 
to your new pastor and to the congregation.  
Unresolved conflict with a past pastor often gets 
carried over into relationships with new pastors.   
 

If you have something about which you wish to get 
off your chest, please come and see me.  If you 
have a family member or friend who has had 
something simmering, encourage that person to 
come and see me, or even offer to come with him 
or her.  I will need to talk with the person.  Such 
conversations cannot usually be handled through 
an intermediary.   
 

For the good of the congregation, for the good of 
positive relationships with future pastors, let’s see if 
we cannot come to some reconciliation or peace if 
you have an unresolved issue with me.  In one of 
our last worship services together, we will have a 
formal time of corporate mutual confession and 
forgiveness between pastor and congregation, but 
a time of individual and private making up certainly 
will be helpful to all. 

Card Shower 
 

Farrie Ihns will be 100 years old on 
August 5.  There will be a family 
dinner for her and an open house 
on August 7 in Illinois. Her family 
invites folks to participate in a card 

shower.  They may be sent to her at her home at 
300 S. Hamilton Apt 17, Hillsboro, IL 62049.  
 

Council Highlights 
 

The Congregation Council met on June 12 for a 
regular monthly meeting.  In business, they: 

 approved the Mission Endow-
ment Budget and resolutions 
for special congregational 
meeting on August 28.  
See page one for resolu-
tions and the budget print-
ed elsewhere in this Star; 

 heard pastor provide a report about various 
staffing possibilities for the future; 

 heard the following Treasurer’s report: 
Balance 5/31/16 $13,028.76 
June Income  6,530.86 
June Expenses 8,720.72 
Balance 6/30/16 $10,838.90 

 

Thanks Tim! 
 

Thanks Tim Thiede for repairing and 
repainting numbers for our ‘classic’ 
wooden hymn board.   
 

School Kits 
 

Bethlehem Women of the ELCA will again be gath-
ering items for school kits.  The goal is 100 kits.  
Cost per kit is approximately $5.00.  These help 
children – and in some cases, adults – continue 
learning despite the hardships they face. 
 

Items Needed For 1 Kit: 
4 70 sheet notebooks (wide or college 

ruled paper, approx 8X10 ½ inches) 
1  ruler 
1  pencil sharpener   
1  blunt scissors 
1  eraser 
5  unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 
5 ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
1  box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 

If you wish to provide cash and let others do the 
shopping, you may give money to Ellen Pithan or 
Rochelle Busch.  Make checks payable to BWELCA. 

 



 

BWELCA HILITES 
 

Thank you to Barb Tobiason for leading the Joint 
Bible Study on July 13 in the church basement. 
Seven ladies were in attendance for this event. 
Many meaningful conversations, reflections, pray-
ers and of course tasty snacks were enjoyed.  
 

VBS took place at UPC the week of July 11-15 with 
the Ecumenical Service and Coffee being held on 
Sunday morning. The two circle groups from Beth-
lehem were asked to provide food items and work-
ers for this event. Thank you to all who were gen-
erous enough to either provide food or your time in 
helping serve and clean up in the kitchen.  
 

Items for the School Kits are now being collected. 
Please refer to the table in the back of the church 
for a list of items that are needed.   
 

Bethlehem is next in line to serve.  
 

Next BWELCA Board Meeting will be, Tuesday, 
Sept 6 at 6:00 p.m.  Elections of new officers are 
needed in September. Positions needing filled are 
Mission Community, Treasurer and Vice President.  
 

FYI:  The large print bulletins are being rede-

signed.  If you have any ideas or changes please 
speak with Deanne so they can be included.  She 
would like any input from the new design.   
 

Please if you are not able to do your worship or fel-
lowship position, find a replacement.  If you did not 
receive the worship assistant yearly sheet, let 
Deanne in the office know and she will get you a 
copy, paper or electronic.  The list for fellowship is 
posted in the kitchen when it is provided to the of-
fice.  THANK YOU..  
 

August Birthdays 
 

1  Sam Larson 
2    Wilma Adrian 
5    Farrie Ihns 

  8    Tom Gerdes 
10 Jerry Kapinski 
13    Ellen Pithan 
14    Lola Berner 
15    Brendon Koch 
16    Kate Anderson 

     18  Lucile Schurbon 
     20  Emma Thiede, Madilyn Koch 
     25   Jone Paarmann 
     26 Jill Suthers, Kari Rigg      
     27   Ginger Anderson-Larson 
     30 Herold Rehmke, Nick Novak 

     31 Xera Tubbs 

Worship Assistants 
 
Greeters: 
Tom Gerdes, Darrel Hicks 
 

Ushers: 
Tim Thiede, Scott Doll 
 

Lectors: 
  7-    Ellen Pithan 
14-    Tim Thiede 
21-    Madge White 
28-    Brent Ihns 
 

Communion Servers: 
  7-    Elenor Bentrott, Rochelle Busch 
19-    Kelly Doll, Tom Gerdes 
 

Bread Maker:  Jone Paarmann 

 

Altar Care: Rochelle Busch, Kelly Doll 
 

Tellers:  Eleanor Sheldon, Jessica Ihns 
 

Fellowship Servers:  
  7-   Rochelle Busch, Darla and Meagan Fields,      
        Marlene Hicks 
14-   Elenor Bentrott, Lola Berner, Connie Kleppe 
21-   Joyce Feuss, Kathy Duffey, Donna Dosland 
28-   Coffee will be on ~ Bring a treat to share..  
 

“I’m a Lutheran” 
 

“I’m a Lutheran” is a monthly profile featuring ELCA 
members around the world. The profiles showcase 
ELCA members in all their diversity, connecting one 

another through individual faith 
stories as Lutherans.  
Rick Steves, travel writer and 
TV host, was recently the fea-
tured ELCA member in Living 
Lutheran’s monthly profile, “I’m 
a Lutheran.” Steves says he’s a 
Lutheran “because it fits my 

personality—pack light; keep it simple; embrace 
life; celebrate diversity; jettison needless rules; 
stand up to authority when the truth needs a hand; 
and dance through the blessing of life on Earth like 
a child in God’s eyes.”  Read the rest of Steve’s 
profile at www.livinglutheran.org/2016/06/im-
lutheran-rick-steves/ 
 

August Anniversaries 
 

   2    Ginger and Keith Larson 
   6    Tonya and Brian Miller 
 18    Joyce and Bob Feuss 

        19    Lorice and Paul Amlin 
        22    Carol and Jerry Kapinski 



 

        27    Sue and Dana Zeller 



 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
 

2 
Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 

3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 

7 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship  
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

8 

 
9 
Council          6:15 PM 

10 

 
11 
 

12 
 

13 

  

14 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

15 
 

16 

Parish Health Nurse  
            9:00-10:30 AM 
 
 

17 
 

18   
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Worship        8:45 AM 
Fellowship              
                     9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

22 
Newsletter Items Due 
Food Pantry Bd.  
@BLC            1:30 PM 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Holy Communion         
                     8:45 AM 
Fellowship    9:45 AM 
LW  Worship 5:30 PM 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
403 Pleasant Street 
Lost Nation, Iowa 52254 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
August 2016 

Pastor  Keith Larson 
   Office Phone  678-2301 
 Home Phone 563-652-2599 
 Emergency 563-447-0652 
  pastor@bethlehemln.com 
 

Pastoral Associate  Barb Tobiason 
  563-487-2116 

  AIM@bethlehemln.com 
 

 

 Office Secretary  Deanne Bennett 
 Church Phone 678-2301 
  secretary@bethlehemln.com 
  

Parish Nurse Carm Schneider 
 Office Hours 9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. Tues 
 Phone 678-2302 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Worship 8:45 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:45 a.m.   

 

Office Hours 
 

Pastor Keith is in the office most mornings 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
and Saturday  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 If you need to enter the church and do not have a key, 

always call ahead to be certain he or someone is here. 


