
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forward Together is an appeal of the Southeastern Iowa Synod, in conjunction with an ELCA Appeal 
to increase the capacity of our Church and synod to do more mission and ministry. 

 
 

In the Southeastern Iowa synod, we will be focusing on 5 areas to grow.  They are:  
Congregations, Leadership, Hunger and Poverty, and the Global Church. 

 
At Bethlehem and Saint Mark, the Councils picked 2 area for emphasis – congregations and 
leadership – and projects for each.  We will be offering members a chance to contribute to two efforts.  
A gifts and pledges will be split evenly between the following two efforts: 

 
Fund for Leaders, Southeastern Iowa Synod 

 
This Fund provides much needed scholarships for ministry candidates from Southeastern Iowa.   
Our ELCA faces a shortage of clergy, and that shortage is growing.  At the same time more 
congregations are facing declining resources.  Seminaries are constantly seeking ways to create 
competent pastors at less cost. 
 
As our synod can provide more scholarship assistance, there may be a greater incentive for 
individuals to consider training for pastoral ministry.  If seminary graduates can graduate with less 
debt, they may be open to the possibility to accepting calls to congregations that can only afford 
smaller salaries. 

 
   Southeastern Iowa Synod Prison Ministry 

 
Plans are in the works for developing an ELCA congregation inside the Anamosa State Penitentiary 
and calling a pastor to serve there.  The steering committee will base this congregation on Prison 
Congregations of America, a model that has been successful in a dozen other prisons.  This 
congregation will be for prison residents and provide them an opportunity to worship in and be a part 
of a congregation that is more “mainstream”.  Once this congregation is established all members in 
our synod will have opportunities to visit and worship with this congregation during its worship time, 
probably during the week.   
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Detach and return this to your congregation on or before October 16 

I/ we wish to make a onetime gift to the Forward Together Appeal of:  
       ____ $25  ____ $50  ____ $100 
       ____ Some other amount $ ____________ 
 
I/ we wish to make a pledge of: _____   $25 each quarter for 2 years ($200 total) 
     _____   $50 each quarter for 2 years ($400 total) 
     _____ $100 each quarter for 2 years ($800 total) 
                  ____ some other amount $_______ each quarter for 2 years  
  
 
My gift or my first Installment is enclosed. Reminders of future installment will be sent in Jan, Apr, Jul, 
Oct of 2017 and 2018.  Make checks payable to:  your congregation For: Forward Together Appeal 


